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AndGodshallwipeawayalltearsfromtheireyes;andthere

shallbenomoredeath,neithersorrow,norcrying,neithershall

therebeanymorepain:fortheformerthingsarepassedaway

(Revelation21:4)
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Chapter1

"Konkonkon"

MyflatshoemadeafunnysoundasIsurreptitiouslywalkedintothe

compound.Thatwasmyhabittoavoidbeingseenbyanyoneinthe

compound.Unnecessarydiscussionsweren'tmything.Youmightlove

them,but,asforme,Ican'timagineoneofmyneighborsaskingme;

"Howisyourmom?Howareyourunbornchildren?Whenlastdidyou

hearfromyourgreat-grandfather?Howmuchdoyoubuytomatoes?”

I'mnotthegossiptypeorthealways-talkingtypeandsincewehavea

lotofapartmentsinmycompound,keepingtomyselfseemstobethe

bestwayofavoidingunnecessarydiscussions.Well,youcancallmea

snub,but,I'mfarfromit.Ispendhourstalkingtomyfianceeonthe

phone.Wouldyouliketoknowhim?Let'srathernotdiscusshimfor

now.

ImmediatelyIenteredmyhouse,thefirstthingIheardwasthesoundof

runningwater.

"Oh,mydays!”IshoutedasIrushedtomybathroomtoturnoffthetap.

Thankstothelittleopeningonmybathroomfloor,mywholeroom
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wouldhavebeenfloodedwithwater.

Inthemorning,waterhadstoppedrushingoutwhenIwascleaningup.

Iassumedmyneighborshadfinishedusingthewaterpumpedintothe

compound.Iswitchedtomysecondoptionwhichwasapailofclean

water.Ihadfetcheditearlier.Aftertakingmybathinthemorning,I

movedoutofthebathroomforgettingtoturnoffthetap.

"ThankGod",IheavedasIturnedoffthetapknowingthattherunning

watercouldhavecausedmeanotherembarrassmentfrommy

neighbors.I'msurethatmyneighborswouldhavecometoshoutatme

forwastingthecompoundwateriftheywereawarethatIleftmytapon.

Talkingaboutembarrassments,Ihavehadalotofthemthatday.Two

tobeprecise.

Igotbacktomyroomandwentstraighttomybed.AsIlayonmybed,

themanager'swordsranginmyhead.

"Youareveryintelligentandqualifiedforthejob,but,weneedamore

experiencedperson",

IrolledonmybedangrilyasIruminatedonthosewords.

“Whatmoreexperiencedotheyneed?Whatmoreexperience?Outof
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thefivehundredandtwenty-threepeoplewhowroteanexamtoapply

fortheirjob,onlytwentypeoplepassedandIwasoneofthetwenty.I

proceededtothefinalstageanddidwellintheinterviewsession.I

answeredallthequestionstheyaskedmebrilliantly.Howdarethe

managertellmethatI'mnotwellexperienced?Thatcompanyisa

scam?”Imurmuredtomyselfangrilyandasingletearescapedmyface.

It'snotabigdealanditdoesn'tdeservemytears,right?Onlyifyou

knowthatcompanywasthefifthoneIhavebeenrejectedinthespace

ofamonth.Itwasn'tbecauseIgraduatedfromtheuniversitywithabad

result.Igraduatedwithagoodresult.Secondclassupper!

But,IguessIwasn'tjustlucky.

Well,theembarrassmentfromthemanagerwasevenbetterthanthe

secondembarrassmentIhadthatday.Wouldyouliketoknowthe

secondembarrassment?It'smorehumiliatingthananythingyoucan

thinkof.

Afterthemanagersaidhisannoyingwords,Isaidaninsincere"thank

you"andmovedoutofhisoffice.

Igotoutsidethecompanyandstoodtherewaitingforataxi.Thesun

wasblazinghotandsweatwasrunningdownmyface.TheonlywishI
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hadwastogetataxiontime.Iwantedtoleavethatplacewhich

seemedlikehelltome.Istoodbytheroadsidefortenminutes,but,

couldn'tgetataxi.Iwasstartingtogetfrustratedwhenacarthathad

passedbymesomesecondsagoreversed.

Yes!Itdid.Itreversed.Iwasn'tevenlookinginitsdirectionbecauseI

didn'tknowanyoneclosetomewhohadsuchakindofcar.Thecar

parkedbesidemeandthedriversoundedthehorntoattractme.

ImovedcloserandIsuddenlyfeltthatmyeyesweredeceivingme.

Lilah!Lilah!

IrubbedmyeyestobesurethatIwasseeingproperly.

"Lilah,isthatyou?”Iasked.

"Katherine!Nicetoseeyouagain.It'sbeenalongtime",Lilahsaid

gleefully.

“Areyougoinginthisdirection?”LilahaskedpointingtothedirectionI

wasgoing.

"Yes,Iam",Ianswered.

"Comeonin",Lilahsaid.
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Ihoppedinthecarandshestarteddriving.

"Whatasmallworld!Ineverbelievedwewouldmeetagain.Ilostallmy

contactsafterwegraduatedfromtheuniversity.Howhaveyoubeen?”

Lilahasked.

“Ihavebeenfine",Iansweredwithafakesmilewhichdidagreatwork

inhidingmyjealousy.

Lilahoutofallpeople.ItlookedasifIwasstilldreaming.Iwantedto

pinchhertoknowifshewasreal.Shelookedbeautifulandhercarwas

oneofthelatestcarsinthecountry.

IknowyoumightbethinkingI'mabadpersonbecauseofmythoughts

towardsLilah.Itwasn'tthatIhatedher,but,shewasthelastpersonI

couldeverthinkoflivingthatgood.

Westudiedthesamecourseintheuniversity,but,whenwewerein

school,Lilahwassocarelesswithhereducation.Sherarelyattended

lecturesandsheneverreadherbooks.Onethingshewasgoodatwas

goingafterguys.Shehadanuncountablenumberofboyfriends.She

livedawaywardlife.

Welivedinthesamehostel,so,Iknowmostofthethingsshedidvery
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well.IwaspartoftheChristiansistersinschoolwhousedtopreachto

hertochangeherways.

Herresultwhenweweregraduatingfromuniversity?Itwasverybad.

Shejustmanagedtofinishwithathirdclass.

"AreyouastaffinthecompanywhereImetyou?Lilahaskedina

beautifulaccentdifferentfromtheaccentshespokewithwhenwe

wereinschool.

"Yes!Noactually.Iwentthereforaninterview",Ianswered.Ididn't

wanttotellalie.

"Ohreally?Youfinishedwithsecond-classupper,didn'tyou?”She

asked.

“Wasshetriedtryingtomockme?”Ithought.

“Yes,Idid",Irepliedtoher.

"It'swell.Ihopeyougetajobthere",Shesaid.

Icouldn'ttellherthattheyhadalreadyrejectedmeandherhopewas

useless.

"Well,IgotemploymentintoAzikcompanyimmediatelyafterIfinished

myNationalYouthServiceCorps",Lilahsaidasshedroveon.
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Ialmostexploded.

AzikCompany?Thatwasoneofthebestcompaniesinthecity.Ihad

triedgettingemployedtothatcompanythreedifferenttimes,but,it

neverworkedout.

"I'mhappyforyou,Lilah",Isaidsweetlyhidingthejealousythatwas

fullyblowninmybody.

"Thankyoudarling",shesaidandalmostimmediatelyherphonerang.

FromwhereIsat,Icouldseethenameofthecaller.Thenumberwas

savedwithmyhubby.

Itwasn'twhatIwasthinking,wasit?

Lilahpickedupthecallhappily.

"Hellomybaby"

"Mydaywasveryfine"

"Ididn'tstressmyself".

"I’mcominghomealready".

"Iboughtsomefruitforyou".

"Ialsohavealotofgistforyou".
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"Can'twaittogethomeandhugyou".

"Loveyou.Bye".

"That’smyhusband",Lilahsaidhappilyasshedroppedthecall.

"Youaremarried?”Iaskedinsurprise.

“Sure!Aren'tyoumarried?”Lilahasked.

Icouldn'tanswer.ItwasthenthatIsawthebeautifulringonLilah's

finger.ItwasthenIalsonoticedabumpinherstomach.

"Igotmarriedlastyear.Andnow,I'msixmonthspregnant",Lilahsaid.

“Wow!”Iexclaimed.

Lilahwhowasverywaywardwhenwewereinschoolwasmarried

alreadyandalreadypregnantwhileIwholivedaholylifewasstill

struggling.AmItheonlyonethinkingthatthislifenobalance?Maybe

not.

Soon,LilahgottotheplacewhereIwoulddrop.

IimmediatelytoldherthatIwasgoingtodropthere.

Lilahlookedforagoodplacetoparkandparkedhercar.

Sheheldmyhandsandsaid,“Katherine,I'msurethatyoumightbe
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gettingfrustratedandunhappythatyoudon'thaveagoodjob,a

husband,orachildyet,but,youdon'thaveto.GoddoesthingsinHis

owntime.I'msureyourtimeiscoming.Continuewalkinginthewaysof

God",shesaid.

Mytonguewastiedforasecond.

"YounowknowGod?”Iasked.

"Yes,I'mnowbornagain".

"It'sfinished.WhatelsedoIhaveasanedgeoverher?”Ithought.

LilahandIexchangedphonenumbersandshepromisedtocallme.She

gavemetwentythousandnairacashbeforeIlefthercar.

Youdon'tseeanyembarrassmentinthat,doyou?

Well,that'stheworstembarrassmentIhaveeverhad.

"God,whyareyousomerciful?YousavedapersonlikeLilahafterall

shehasdoneandyoustillfavoredher",ImurmuredasIcontinued

rollingonmybed.

IopenedmybagandbroughtoutthemoneyLilahgaveme.

"Well,thiswouldhelpmeforsomeweeks",IsaidrefusingtothankGod
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forthemoney.IwishedGodcouldseehowangryIwas.

IhadservedHimallmylife,yet,whatdidheusetorepayme",Ithought.

IknewmyangerwouldsoonsubsideandsoonIwouldbebackonmy

kneesprayingtoGodandbeggingHimformercy.

AfteralltheembarrassmentIhadeatenthatday,IknewIstillhadtoeat

food.

Istoodupfrommybedandlazilywalkeduptomykitchentoprepare

noodles.

Afterall,itwasthecheapestIcouldaffordandtheeasiestandfastestI

couldcook.

Thenextmorning,Iwaswelcomedtoconsciousnessfromsleepbya

strongsmell.Thesmellwaschoking.Ijumpedupfrommybedthinking

itwasmyhousethatwasgettingburnt.Ilookedaroundandsawno

smoke.Ilookedatthetimeanditwas10:20a.m.

Ineverwokeupearlierthanteninthemorningunlessforimportant

occasions,events,andinterviews.SinceIwasjobless,Isawnoessence

inwakingupearly.Whowakesupearlywhenshehasnoplansforthe

dayornowheretogo?Doyou?Well,that'snotme.
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Thesmellcontinued.Itsmeltlikeaburntcake.

IrushedtomykitchentoseeifIforgotanythingonfirebeforeIsleptthe

previousnight,but,nothingwasburning.

Ireturnedtomyroomandperceivedthesmellagain.

Icouldn'ttakeitanymore.Irushedoutandrealizedthatitwascoming

frommyneighbor'sapartment.IrushedtoEunice'sapartmentand

discoveredthatthedoorwasopen.Iwalkedrightin,movedtothe

kitchen,andswitchedofftheoven.

CouldyoubelievethatEunicehaddoneaburntofferingagain?Shewas

alwaysleavingherfoodonfiretodootherthings.Shewasn'tevenat

homethistimearound.

IlaughedcarelesslyatherasIremovedhercakefromtheoven.It

wasn'tthatbad.Shejusthadtoscrapethebottomlayer.

Yes,Eunicewasmyneighborandalsoaclosefriendofmine;mygist

partner.Shewasalsoabaker.Shelovedbakingbirthdaycakesand

cupcakes.Shehaddifferentcustomers.

IwasabouttoreturntomyapartmentwhenEunicecamebythedoor.

Asshesawme,shestoodtransfixedforamomenttryingto
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comprehendwhyIwascomingoutofherroom.Intwoseconds,shegot

itandrushedtoherkitchenscreaming,"Mycakeoooooooo".

Iburstintouncontrollablelaughterassheran.

Sheheavedasighwhenshesawitonthecakeboardinherkitchen.

"Thankyouforsavingmylife,babe.Youareoneinamillion",Eunice

saidandhuggedme.

Islightlypushedheraway,"Goawayjoor,burntofferingsacrificer",

Webothburstintolaughter.

“So,tellme,wheredidyougoto?”Iasked.

Eunicescratchedherheadandlookedatmesheepishly.

"HmmHmm,Don'tgivemethatkindoflook.Iunderstandyouwhen

youdothat.Justtellmethetruth,Iwanttohearit",Itoldher.

“Well,myfianceecamearoundyesterdaynightandspentthenight

here.So,Isawhimoffsomeminutesago",Euniceadmitted.

Eunice'swordsstruckacordinmyneck.

"Herfianceecamearound,hesleptover",Ithought.Istartedimagining

howfunitwouldbehavingmyfianceecomesleepover.Thatone?He
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doesn'tevencareaboutme.ThelasttimeIsawmyfianceewassix

monthsagowhenhecameforaweddingceremonyofoneofour

friendsandwedidn'tevengettospendmuchtimetogether.Iimagined

howsweetitwouldbetobewrappedinmyfiancee’sarmsoverthe

night.

"Katherine!”Euniceshoutedatme.

Iwascarriedaway.

“Oh!I'msorry.Iwasthinkingofsomething",Iadmitted.

“Whatwereyouthinkingabout?“Sheasked.

“Nothingreallyimportant",Ireplied.

“Okaythen,let'smakechinchin",Eunicesaid.

“So,youthinkIleftmyapartmentwithoutbrushingmyteethordoing

anyhousechoresjusttofrychinchin?I'mnotinterested",Isaidtoher.

"Youarelying.It'snotbecauseofwhatyouwantyouwanttodoinyour

apartment,youdon'tjustwantyourhandsstuckinflourbutterpaste

likeitdidthelasttime",Eunicesaidandmadefunofme.

“Youaresuchabully",Ismirkedandleftherapartment.



God'sWillNovels

19

AsIwalkedbacktomyapartment,mymindkeptgoingbacktohavinga

visitfrommyfiancee.Istartedhavingawkwardthoughtsandfeelings.

Almostimmediately,itdawnedonmethatIwashavinglustfulthoughts.

Idesperatelywantedmyfianceetocomevisitme,anddowhatexactly;

talk?No,wecoulddothatonthephone.Then,what?Restmyheadon

hisbroadshouldersandtalkaboutourfuturetogetherorbeing

wrappedinhisarmswiththewarmesthugsever.

Isuddenlystopped."AmIsinning?”Iaskedmyself.

"Euniceisaworkerinherchurch,asamatteroffact,sheisachoir

member,yet,herfianceevisitsher,so,it'snotwrong",avoice

whisperedinmymind.

Ismiledsheepishlyandrushedtomyroom.Myroomlookedemptyand

dullasever,theonlylivingsoultherewasme.Ipickedupmyphoneto

callmyfiancee.
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Chapter2

Itwasanotherbrightnewday.DidIjustsaynew?Well,nodayseemed

newtome,because,everydaywasalwaysthesame.Iwasalways

repeatingthesamepattern.Itwasjustlikelivingonedayathousand

times,thenormaldull,boringmewatchingmovies,eatingchunks,

playinggames,chattingwithpeople.

IstoodupfrommybedandsawmyBibleundermyblanket.Ihissedat

myself.IhadsleptoffthepreviousnightintendingtoreadmyBible,but,

Iendedupmakingitabedrest.TalkingaboutreadingtheBible,I

wasn'tstablewithreadingmyBible.Itwasjustonceinawhile.

MymindwentbacktowhenIwasintheuniversity.Iwasvery

conversantwiththeBiblethen.Iwouldreadthescripturesfrombackto

backinjustafewmonths.Iknewsomanythingsinthescriptures.Then,

Icouldreadmanyversesoff-head.IeventaughtinBibleStudyinmy

fellowship.Myprayerlifethenwasfire.Iwouldwakeupeverymidnight

andprayinthespiritforhours.Duringthedaytime,Iwouldleavethe

hostelandgoforaprayerwalk.Thereweresomanyprayerprogramsin

myfellowshipandIwaseventheAssistantSistersCoordinator.The

prayerlifeofsomanymemberswasstrengthenedthroughme.
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RememberingthosememoriesmademefeelIhadchangedalot.Iwas

nolongerthesamepersonIwasthen.Isatonmybedandmygaze

wenttomyBible.Iwantedtositupandread.Onthesecondthought,I

feltdiscouraged.Itookmygazeawayandstoodupfrommybedtodo

theday'sbusiness.

Theday'sbusiness?Yes,theday'sbusiness.ItwastruethatIwas

jobless,but,thatdidn'tmeanthatIneverdidanything.Apartfrom,

wakingup,brushingmyteeth,bathing,cooking,eating,watching

movies,chatting,andsleeping,therewereotherthingsIdid.Although,

theydidn'tsurmounttomuch.

Ihadafriendwhospecializedinsellingbeautifuloutfitsandshoes.

Everyday,IhelpedheradvertisetheoutfitsandshoesonmyWhat'sApp

status.AnyoneinterestedinbuyingthemwouldmessagemeandI

woulddeliverittothemearningalittleprofit.Well,notthatalone,Ialso

soldairtimeanddatatopeople.Well,that'snotprettymuchwork,but,

thatwaswhatIusedtoholdbodyencouragingmyselfthatIwouldgeta

collarjobverysoon.

Ipickedupmyphoneanddidanadvertisementonmystatus.About

threepeopleboughtdatawithinthirtyminutes.Ihissedatmyself.That
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wasonlysixhundrednairaprofit.

"Ican'tcontinuelivinglikethis.Thisisterrible",Isaidtomyself.

Imovedstraighttothebathroomtofreshenup.Afterthat,Ireturnedto

myroomtodressup.Ipickedupaminigownfrommywardrobe.Ihad

nowheretogo,so,whydresshuge?

Afterdressingup,Iheadedstraighttothekitchen.Ofcoursewhichwas

thenextinlineofmyeverydayroutine.Iscrutinizedthekitchento

checkwhatIcouldcook.Thewormsinmystomachwerealready

complaining.RicewaswavingatmeinthecontainerwhereIkeptit.

"Urgh!Notrice.Ican'tbeeatingriceeveryday",Isaidtomyself.

Beansalsostaredatme,but,Icouldn'timaginehowmanyhoursI

wouldhavetowaitforittobedone.

MyeyesmetwiththatofIndomie.Ionlyhadfourremaining."Ohno!

GoingtothemarkettobuyIndomieisnotinmybudgetfornow",I

whisperedtomyself.

Thereandthen,IsawthefoodIdislikedthemostcallinguntomewitha

smileonitsface.Ishrugged,therewasnootheroption.

Humbly,Ipickedupmycup,asachetofpurewater,andspoonful’sof
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sugar.Ipouredgarriintomycupandaddedthewaterandsugar.

Well,thereisthiskindofmentalitythatgarriisforpoorpeople.Anyone

whoenteredmyroomandsawmedrinkinggarriwouldassumethatI

hadnootherfoodtoeat,whichisnottrue.Although,Ididn'thavea

goodjoborenoughmoney,but,Istillhadsomefoodstuffinthehouse,

yet,Ichosegarrioverthem.That'showourmindsarewiredsometimes.

Manytimes,wehavethemoneytogetbetterthings,goodclothes,

shoes,andaccessories,but,justbecausewefeelwearen'tworth

enough,wegoforthecheaperandlowerqualityones.

Well,that'sbytheway,Isettledwithmygarriandwentstraighttomy

laptoptodotherealbusinessoftheday.Whichwas?

Watchingmovies.Exactly.Whatdoyouexpectajobless,youngladylike

metodo?Movefromhousetohousetogist?That'snotme.Ipreferred

watchingmoviestodoinganyotherthing.MyfavoritewastheK-drama

series.Icouldwatchmoviesforacompletesixhourswithoutstanding

up.IswitchedonmylaptopandcontinuedfromwhereIstoppedthe

previousday.

IblushedasIwatchedthelovestorybetweenthemainactressandher

boyfriend.Theirlovestorywasromantic.Isecretlywishedthatmy
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fianceewasthatromantic.

Suddenly,somethingsparkedinmyhead.Myfianceehadnotcalledme

thatday.Immediately,Ipausedthemovieandpickedupmyphoneto

callhim.Idialedhisnumber,itrang,but,hedidn'tpickup.Icalled

consecutivelyforanothertwotimes,but,hedidn'tpickup.

Variousthoughtsranacrossmyhead."Isheseeingaladyinhisplaceof

work?Isheignoringmycallsonpurpose?Isheinlovewithsomeone

else?No,hecan'tdothistome",Ithoughtwithtearsalmostrunning

downmyface.

Idialedhisnumberagain,but,hestilldidnotpickupthecall.Idropped

myphoneinangerandcontinuedwatchingmymovie.

Icouldn'tfullyconcentrate,mymindkeptruminatingonwhymy

fianceedidn'tpickupmycall.

Suddenly,Iheardaknockonmydoor.Myheartfroze.TheonlypersonI

couldthinkoftobeatthedooratthatmomentwasmyfiancee.Hehad

promisedtogivemeasurprisevisit,but,Ineverthoughtitwouldbe

thatsoon."Wasthatwhyhewasn'tpickingupmycalls?”Iaskedmyself

excitedly.
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Ihurriedtothemirrortolookatmyface.Icleanedmymouthwhichhad

garrionitsside.Inasecond,Itidiedtheroomandhidmygarri.Iheard

theknockforthesecondtime.

"I'mcoming",Isaidandrushedtothedoorandopeneditgently.

Rightbehindthedoorwasayoungprettygirlofabouttwentyyears,Lily.

Lilyisthedaughterofoneofmyneighbors.Sheisthefirstbornoffour

children.Herparentsweresalaryearners,notthatrichorpoor,but,

averagelyokay.SinceIstartedlivinginthecompound,Ihaveknown

Lily'smomanddadtobetroublemakers.Theywouldalwaysshoutat

eachother,but,neverbeateachother.Lilyhadthreeothersiblings,

twogirls,andaboy:Linda,Lisa,andLevi.LindaandLisawerein

secondaryschoolwhileLeviwasinprimaryschool.Lindawastheonly

onewhowasdonewithhersecondaryschool.Shegraduatedfrom

secondaryschoolaboutthreeyearsagoandhadbeenseeking

admissiontostudyMedicineatareputableFederalinstitutionsince

then,but,shehadnotgainedadmission.

OnLily'shandsweretheclothesIdriedoutsidethepreviousday."It's

abouttorainma,andyourclothesaredriedalready",Lilysaidand

gentlyhandedtheclothestomeasIallowedherinsidemyroom.
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"Thankyousomuch,Lily.Youaresuchadarling",Isaidtoher.

"Youarewelcome,ma",Lilyreplied.

"Lily,areyourexamscomingupsoon?”Iaskedtryingtocreatea

discussionwithher.

“Notreally.MyUTMEiscomingupinsixmonth'stimeandmy

preparationsaren'tthatmuchyet",Lilyreplied.

“Well,Itrustyou.Youareagenius.InthelastUTME,Irememberedthat

youhad325.Yourlittlepreparationsgoesalongway,but,don'tyou

feelboredathome?",Iasked.

Itwasjust11:00a.m.Herparentshadgonetowork,hersiblingshad

gonetoschoolandobviously,shewastheonlyoneathome.

"Bored?Idon'tfeelboredatall.Asamatteroffact,Ihavesomany

thingsthatkeepmebusy".

Iwasamazedatherresponse.

“Whatkeepsyoubusy?“Iasked.

“Fulfillingpurpose.Fulfillingpurposekeepsmebusy.Isn'tthatwhyI

amonearth?TofulfillwhyGodcreatedme",Lilysaid.
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Thatwasanothershocker.

“Howareyoufulfillingpurposeinyourfather'shousewhenyourmates

areintheuniversity,sometwohundredlevel,some,threehundred

levelstudyingcoursestomakethemachievetheirdreams",Isaidtoher.

Lilysmiled.“I’mlivingmydreamlifealready.I'mlivinginGod'swill.I'm

whereGodwantsmetobeattherighttime.I'mnotjustwakingupand

sleepingeveryday,I'mlivinginGod'splanandmakinguseof

everythingHehasplacedinme,makingeverydaycountandimpacting

lives",

Thelastwordshesaidhitme.

“But,howdoyoudothat",Iasked.

Suddenly,Lily'sphonerang.

"Hello"

"I'llbeonmyway",Lilysaidandhungthecall.

"Sorryma,Ihaveanappointmenttocatchupwith",Lilysaidand

turnedtogo.

“Anappointment?Withwho?Where?”Iasked.
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"Anappointmentwithsomefriendsinmyagegroup,wearegoingto

impactchildrenintheorphanage.Youdon'tneedtohaveeverything

beforeyouimpacttheworldaroundyou",Lilysaidandslammedthe

door.

Iwentbacktomybedconfused.Agirlofheragewithoutadmissioninto

theuniversityafterthreeyearsofstayingathome,shewasn't

depressed,shewasn'tsadorisolatingherselffromothers.Shecarrieda

beautifulsmileallaroundwitharadiantfaceandanenergeticlook.

Howcome?IttookmeayearbeforeIcouldgainadmissionintothe

universityandIrememberedhowmiserableIfeltwithinthatoneyear.

Now,hereisagirlwhohadstayedathomeinanunsuitablecondition

withherparents,yet,sheisn'tworried.Howcome?

Suddenly,myphonerang.Itwasmyfiancee.TheangerinmeroseasI

rememberedhowmanytimesIhadcalledhimearlier.

"Wheredidyoukeepyourphonesincemorning?”Iaskedangrily

immediatelyhepickedupthecall.

I'msosorrydear,Iwasbusyatwork",Heapologized,but,hisapology

gotmeangrier.

"So,youaremakingmerealizehowjoblessIamtobecallingyou.Isn't
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thatit?Iamalwaysthefirstpersontochatyouup,thefirstpersonto

call,thefirstpersontomessage,it'sbecauseI'mjobless,right?“I

shoutedanditwasasifmoreangerhormonesweretriggeredinmeasI

rantedon.

"I'mtheonethatlovesmost,I'mtheonethatcaresmost,andyou

alwaystakemeforgrantedjustbecauseyouhaveajob".

Myfiancee,Derrick,wasstunnedtohearmywords.HefeltIwas

overreacting.

"Sweetie,calmdown.Thosewordsarewaytoomuch.IsaidI'msorry,I

wasinameetingwithotherstaffwhenyoucalled.Dear,I'msorry”,He

begged.

Isuddenlyburstintotears.It'ssofunnyhowIcanchangefrombeing

hot-temperedtobeingemotionalinjustamoment.

"Derrick,youdon'tcareaboutme”,Isaidintears.

"Ofcourse,Ido.Youaremyworld,myfuturewife,themotherofmy

unbornchildren,andthewillofGodformylife",Hesaidsweetly.

Icouldn'tstopmyselffromblushing.

“Eh!Mr.Man,youhavecomeagainwithyoursweetwords.Don'tbribe
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mewiththosesweetwordsooo",Isaidwipingmytears.

“Trustme,I'mnotbribingyou.I'mjustlettingyouknowhowimportant

youmeantome",Hesaid.

"Awwwwwwwwwwn!Thankyou",Isaidandwetalkedonhappily.

Afterfifteenminutesofdiscussing,Derrickpromisedtocallbacklater

andendedthecall.

DerrickandIactuallymetinourNYSCyear.Weworkedinthesame

placeofprimaryassignment.Derrickwasacutelookingguyandhewas

alwaysfullofhappiness.Hewassocooltocommunicatewith,hewas

veryhard-workingandtotopit,hewasaveryspiritualperson.We

startedtalkinganditdidn'ttakelongforustodiscoverthatwelove

eachother.WeprayedandwewerebothconvincedthatGodwantedus

tobetogether.WhenweweredonewithNYSC,Derrickgotajobin

anotherstateandhemoved,while,Iremainedinthestate.Our

communicationhasbeenaffectedsincethen,Derrickwasalways

complainingaboutbeingbusyatwork.

Icontinuedwatchingmymoviewithhappinesswrittenallovermyface.

Derrick'sdiscussionwithmehadtakenawaywhatevermoodIwasin

andbroughthappinessandjoy.IsmiledendlesslytomyselfasI
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imaginedhowbeautifulourhomewouldbewhenwegetmarried.Iwas

stillenjoyingmyhappymomentwhenmyphonerang.Atfirst,Ithought

itwasDerrickcallingback,butwasdisappointedtoseeitwasmymom

calling.Iwasreluctanttopickupthecallatfirst,but,laterdecidedto

pickit.

"Helloma",Igreeted.

"Howareyou?”Mymomasked.

“I’mfinema",Ireplied.

"Really?Youarefine?Youarestayinginyourapartmentjoblesswhen

mostofyourmatesarebusyintheirplaceofwork,yet,youarefine.You

arestillsinglewhenmostofyourmatesareintheirhusband'shouse

withtwoormorechildren,yet,youthinkyouarefine.Youdon'teven

haveenoughtofeedyourselvestalklessofsendingmoneytoyour

parents,yet,youclaimtobefine.Whichcategoryofbeingfineisthat?”

“Mom!”Ishouted.

“Don’tshoutatme,younglady.I'mjusttryingtohelpyourmeaningless

life.Youfinishedfromtheuniversityandstayedsenseless,

unreasonable,andstupid.Gooutthere,youwillseeyourmatesmaking
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endsmeet.Youjuststayuselessinyourapartmentmakinglaziness

meet",mymomshouted.

Oh!HowIhatedbeingshoutedat?

"Mom,but,youknowI'mtryingmybest",Isaidtryingtocontrolmy

tears.

“Katherine,I'mnotseeingyourbest.Getajob.Getmarried.Givebirth

tochildren.Iamnotaskingfortoomuch.Whymustyouletthe

neighborsandotherfamilyrelativesmockmebecauseofyou?Yourtwo

elderbrothersareindifferentstateswiththeirfamiliesworkinghard

andearninggreatincome.YoufinishedyourNYSCandstayedbackin

thecitylookingforajob.Tillnow,youhaven'tfoundone.Youryoung

brotherisgoingtobedonewithhisdegreesoon,whichkindofexample

areyoulayingdownforhim?Can'tyougetanonlinejob?",

“It'snotthateasy.Mom,thingsarenotgoingtoremainlikethis.Things

wouldchangeforthebetter,it'sonlyamatteroftime",Isaid.

“Katherine,nothingisgoingtochangeforthebetterifyoudon'tdo

something.Youdon'tjustwakeupandsleepexpectingthatthingswill

change.Makeamove.Ifyouhavetomeetyourfriendswhoaredoing

well,swallowyourprideandaskthemabouthowtheyaresucceeding",
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“OkayMom",Isaid.Ididn'tknowwhatelsetosay.

"IfIdon'tseeanypositiveresult,preparetobefrustratedbyme.I

wouldfrustratethelifeoutofyou,omooshi",shesaidandendedthe

call.

Tearsstreamedoutofmyeyesfreely.

"God,whathaveIdonetodeserveallthis?Mylifeisamess.Idon'thave

ajob,I'mnotmarriedyet,Istrugglewithalotofthings,myspirituallife

isnotbalanced,myfinancialstatusisterrible,Ihavenofriendsandall

mymomdoesistoadornmewithinsults,Mybrothersdonotcare

aboutme,Whyonearthismylifelikethis?",Ishoutedintears.

Iburiedmyfaceinthepillowandcriedmyeyesout.Youdon'tfeelsorry

forme,doyou?Thatmomentofemptiness,loneliness,andsadness

thatyoucan'tevencomfortyourself.Doyoualsofeellikethattoo?If

yes,youshouldbeabletorelatetowhatIwasgoingthrough.You

shouldbeabletounderstandwhyIdidn'treturntomymom'stownto

staywithheraftermyNYSC.Stayingbackinthecitywasawayoutof

thenumerousproblemsIwouldhavefacedathome.Beingtheonly

daughterofmyparents,I'msureshewouldn'tallowmetobreatheifI

wasathomewithher.
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Aftercrying,Istoodinfrontofthemirrorandsawhowredmyeyeswere

andhowbatteredmysoulwas.Ipitiedmyselfandthetearscontinued

comingout.

Itsoundschildish,right?Well,thatwasthedefinitionofwhoIwasat

thatmoment.Ipickedupmyphonetocallmyfianceehopingtoget

somewordsofencouragementfromhim.Andguesswhat,Hedidn't

pickupthecall,despiteIcalledthreetimes.

Iwentbacktomybed.Iwastiredofcrying,Ihadnostrengthtocryany

longer.Oh!Ifonlytearscouldsolveproblems,Iwouldhaveno

problems.

Iheardaknockonmydoor.Ihurriedlycleanedmyeyesasifmylife

dependedonit.Ididn'twantanyonetoseemecrying.Imovedtothe

doorandopenedit.ItwasEunice.Shewasdressedinabeautifulshort

gown.Eunicewascarryingabeautifulsmileonherface,but,her

expressionchangedwhenshesawme.

"Katherine,whathappenedtoyou?Haveyoubeencrying?”Sheasked

concernedly.

“Me?Crying?WhywouldIbecrying?Forwhat?”Isaid.
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"But,youreyeslookred",Eunicesaid.

"Oh!That?Don'tmindit?I'mfine",Ilied.

“So,what'sup?Whereareyougoing?”Iaskedher.

“Tomyboyfriend'shouse.I'llbecomingbackonSunday",Eunicesaid.

Foramoment,Ifeltjealousofher.Shewasluckyinherrelationship.

Minewouldn'tevenpickupmycallstalklessofinvitingmeover.

"So,youareplanningtoleavemealone",Iasked.

“No,I'mnotplanningtoleaveyou,Iamleavingyouhere",Eunicesaid

withamockerysmile.

“So,youwantmetostayhereboredandlonely?”Iaskedher.

“Notatallmydear,youcangotochurch",Eunicesaidtomakejestof

me.

But,itmadesense.Goingtochurch.Wehadachurchprogramthat

evening,but,Iwasn'tthetypethatattendedchurchduringtheweek

exceptforSundays.

"Youareright.Ishouldgotochurch”,Isaid.

"Goodforyou.Seeyou.I'llbringyouicecream”,Eunicesaidand
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laughedasshewalkedaway.

Eunicecouldbeajerkwhenevershewantedtobe,but,shewasfriendly.

Iclosedmydoorandreturnedtomybed.Itwasjust3:00p.m.andthe

churchprogramwasgoingtostartby4:30p.m.

"Istillhaveenoughtimetopreparefortheprogram",Isaidtomyself

andwentbacktowatchingmymovie.

Justlikeasecond,itwas4:00p.m.already.IscreamedasIhurriedly

shutdownmylaptoptoprepareforchurch.Thewaytimeflies

sometimesehn,isunexplainable,especiallywhenyouneedmuchtime.

Inlessthantwentyminutes,Iwasdoneandcompletelydressedina

pinktopandblackskirt.Itiedablackscarfaroundmyheadandworea

peachsandal.Ipickedupmybagandsetouttogotochurch.The

distancebetweenmyhouseandchurchwastwentyminutesifIwereto

trek.Iwouldn'tdaretrekkingifIwantedtogettochurchearly.Ihated

gettingtochurchlate.It'seitherIgettochurchontimeorIdon'tgoat

all.ThatwashowfarIhatedgettingtoolatetochurch.Isetapartsome

amountofmoneyoutofmypursefortransport.

AsIsteppedoutofmyroom,Icameacrossoneofmyneighbors,Steve.

Stevewasheadingtohiscar,hewasgoingout.
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Igreetedhimquietlyandwalkedpasthim.Hecalledmeback.

"Areyougoingout?”Heasked.

Whatsortofquestionwasthat?Hesawmedressedupandwitha

handbaginmyhands,yet,HewasaskingifIwasgoingout.

"Sure,I'monmywaytochurch",Ireplied.

“Oh!That'sgreat.Whatwouldyousaytoaride?”Heasked.

“Sure",Isaidandheledmetohiscar.

Hiscarwasveryneatandbeautiful.

HeopenedthedoorformeandIsatin.Hegotinsidethecaranddrove

outofthecompound.

Musicwassoftlyplayinginthecar.Helookedatmefortwoseconds

andfacedtheroadback."WashethinkingIwouldstartadiscussion

first",Ithoughttomyself.

Stevehadbeenmyneighborformorethanayear,but,then,itwasjust

agoodmorning,goodafternoonrelationshipwehad.Hewasasingle

hard-workingguy,helookedmatureandwasricherthanthemiddle

level,butthen,Iwasnotthesanguinetypewhowouldbeinterestedin

knowingeveryone.
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"I'mgoingtodrophere",Isaidaswegottomychurch.

Hestoppedthecarwithoutsayingaword.Iwasbeginningtogetscared.

"Whatkindofpersonisthis?Notevenaword?”Ithoughtangrily.

“Thankyouverymuch",Isaidandattemptedtoopenthedoor.

Hestoppedmeandlookedintomyeyes,"Katherine,you.havean

awesomepersonality,but,despiteweliveinthesamecompound,I

don'tknowyouthatmuch.Whatwouldyousaytoadinnerinmyhouse

tonight?",

Iwastongue-tiedforamoment."Steve,wantedmetocomefordinner

athishouse",Ithought.Itdidn'tevenmakesensetome.

"I'llseeifIcanmakeit",Isaidandgotoutofhiscar.
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Chapter3

Iwalkedintothechurchandtheyhadstartedworshipalready.Ihated

missingpraiseandworshipinchurch,Idon'tknowaboutyou.Tome,

praiseandworshiphelpedmetoseedifferentdancingstylesinthe

churchandalsoaddminetoit.Praiseandworshipinmychurchwas

alwaysajoyfulone.

Theatmosphereinthechurchwassupernatural.Theleadsingerwas

singingtheworshipandpouringoutallheremotions.Thekeyboardist

alsodidaperfectjobandthetunessoundedheavenly.Althoughthe

churchwasn'tfilleduplikeitusedtobeonSunday,but,therewere

manypeopleinthechurch.

Ilookedaroundandsawpeople;ladiesandguys,womenandmen,

worshippingGodwiththeirwholehearts.Itwasn'tevenaboutdancing

thistimearound,Isawpeopleintears,cryingandadoringGod.Itried

tobeseriouswithmyworship,but,myheartwasnotwithGod.Ihada

quickflashbackofwhenIledworshipinmyfellowshipinschool;how

peopleworshippedandhowsomefellundertheinfluenceoftheSpirit.

Ididn'tknowwhenIstartedcrying."God,howdidmylifebecomethis

way.ThisisnotwhoIusedtobe".
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Honestly,IfeltunworthytoworshipGod.Iusedtobeaveryclosefriend

toGod,butnow,Iwasn'tbetteroffastranger.

Probably,peopleinthechurchwhosawmecryingthoughtIwasalso

trulyworshippingGod,but,deepdown,Iknewthetearsweretearsof

regretanddisappointment.IwishedIknewhowIcouldreturntoGod,

but,Ididn't.AllIknewwasthatitwasbeyondmejusttellingGodIwas

sorry.

Theleadsingerwasstillinfrontlostinwhatseemedlikenever-ending

heavenlyandmelodiousworship.AllIcouldjustthinkofwas,"God,

whyamIlikethis".

Instantly,stillwithmyeyesclosed,Isawamanwithstripesalloverhis

bodywithbloodandwaterflowingout,tearsrandownhisfaceand

immediatelythetearstouchedtheground,itturnedtoblood.

Atthatmoment,IlostmymindanditwasasifIwasnolongerin

controlofmybody,Ifelltothefloorcryingoutmyeyeswithallthe

strengthIhadwithinme.

I'msureatthatmoment,thepeopleinthechurchwerelookingatme

wonderingwhathadhappenedtome.
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There,wasChriststilllovingmedespiteIhadlefthim,therewasChrist

stillmakingmeunderstandthatHeshedhisbloodformeand

redeemedmylife.

Iwantedtoseriouslyreturntohim,but,Ididn'tknow.Icouldnoteven

beholdhim,Ifelttoounholytoevenaskforhishelp.

Someminuteslater,theworshipendedanditwastimetolistentothe

wordofGod.Thepastormountedthepulpitandstartedexhortingthe

congregation.

"Mymessagethiseveningisforsomeonewhohaslosthope,whois

strugglingwithdifferentthings.Godseesallyoursecrettears,Hesees

youragonyandHeiswillingtohelpyou.

Youareprobablygoingthroughfinancialproblems,emotionalpain,

andphysicaldisturbance,youhaveprobablylostGod.Godissaying

thisevening,Comeuntome,allyethatlaborandareheavyladen,andI

willgiveyourest.WhetheryouareaChristianornot,ifyouhaveleft

him,comebacktohim.Healonecangiveyourest.Healonecangive

youpeace,Healonecangrantthethingsyoudesire.Heisabletodo

exceedinglyandabundantlyaboveallthethingsyoucanthinkof.

Idon'tknowwhatyouaregoingthrough,but,trustme,Jesusknowsit.
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ComebeforeHisthroneofgracethisevening.Letusthereforecome

boldlyuntothethroneofgrace,thatwemayobtainmercy,andfind

gracetohelpintimeofneed.

HesaidsomeotherwordsofexhortationandIfeltallthewordscoming

outofhismouthwerejustforme.Aftertheexhortation,Heledprayers

andweallprayedtogether.Soon,theserviceended.Astheservice

ended,someofthesistersinthechurchcameovertogreetme,they

werehappyIcamearound.Thekeyboardistalsocamearoundtosay

hello.Hegavemeahandshakeandtoldmehewantedtoseemoreof

meinchurchbeforeheleft.

Istoodupfrommyseat,but,Ifeltwithinmyspiritthattherewasstill

somethingIneededtodo,but,Icouldn'tjustplaceit.Ifeltlikeseeing

thepastorforhelpandcounselonmajorthingsinmylife,but,Ididn't

wanttotaketimewaitingbehindforthepastorwiththeseveralmany

otherswaitingtoseehim.

AsIturnedbacktogohome,Iheardsomeonecallingmyname.Ilooked

back,itwasthepastor.

"SisterKatherine,goodevening"

"Evening,pastor",
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“Howareyoudoingma?”Heasked.

"WethankGod",Ireplied.

“It’sgoodtohaveyouintoday'sprogram.Iwouldlovetoseeyounext

time.Andalso,youshouldconsiderjoiningtheworkforce".

Iletoutanuncontrollablelaughterandwelaugheditouttogether.

"SisterKatherine,theHolySpiritkeepsdirectingmyhearttoyou.Is

thereanythingyouwouldliketosharewithme",Heasked.

“Nothing,pastor.Everythingisgoingwell",Iansweredimmediately.

“Areyousure?”Heasked.

"Yessir",Irepliedtryingtocatchmybreath.

"Okaythen.Whataboutyourjobhunt?Haveyougottenajob?”He

asked.

“Notyetpastor.I'mstilltrustingGod",

"KeeptrustingHim.Hewoulddoitverysoon",Hesaid.

"Amen.Thankyousir",Isaidandbadehimbye.

Ihurriedlyleftthechurchtomyhouse.AsIwalkeddowntomyhouse,I

wonderedwhattheHolySpirittoldmypastor.Theannoyingthingwas
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thatIcouldn'tgivemyselfareasonforlyingtohim.Iwasseriously

angryatmyself.

Igotbacktomyroomandunluckilyforme,therewasnopowersupply.

Isatdownonmybedruminatingonthethingsthepastorhadsaid

earlierwhilepreaching.

"God,wheredoIstartfrom",Isaidasmymindwentbacktohowmuch

IhadstrayedawayfromthepurposeofGod.

Ididn'tgetanyanswer.Iwasn'texpectinganyactually.

Idecidedthatputacallacrosstomyfianceeandasusual,hedidn't

pickupthecall.Eunicewasn'taroundandtherewasnooneIcouldtalk

to.Mylaptophadlowpoweronit,so,Icouldn'twatchmovies.

Ifeltliketalkingtosomeonetofreemyhead.Then,Irememberedthat

Steveinvitedmefordinner.Ipeepedthroughmywindowand

discoveredthatStevehadhisgeneratoron.Therewaslightinhisplace,

Hallelujah!

Ihurriedlychangedintoamufti;ashortpinkgown.Isprayedmy

perfumeforreasonsIdidn'tunderstandmyself.Iusedalittlepowder

onmyfaceandboom,Iwasready.
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AsIworemyrabbitslippers,Ithoughtofsomething,"Idon'treally

knowthisSteveguy,whatifhedoessomethingtome",

“Hecan'tdoanything",Iassuredmyselfandleftforhisplace.

IgottoSteve'shousecheerfullyandgentlyknockedathisdoor.Ididn't

hearanything.Iknockedagain.

Well,probablyitwasduetothenoiseofthegenerator.From,the

window,Icouldseethetelevisionplayinginside,itwasonhighvolume,

but,Ididn'tseehim.

Iknockedonthedoorlouderthanbefore.Noresponse.

Thistimearound,Iwasn'tgentleanymore,Iknockedwithmyfist.No

response.

Disappointedly,Iturnedtoleave.

"Nabyforcetoeatdinnerforperson'shousewhenIfitsoakgarriand

drink",Isaidtomyself.

SurprisinglyasImovedsomestepsawayfromhisdoor,Isawhim

comingfromoutside.

"So,theguynodeyhousesefandIwanbreakhisdoor",Ithoughtto

myself.
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“Oh!Katherine,howareyou?”Hesaidasheapproachedme.

ThefirstthingInoticedbeforeIcouldanswerhisquestionwashis

appearance,HewasinaplainwhiteT-shirtwhichreflectedhisbroad

chestmuscles,andathree-quarter-sizedknickers,andanicecanvas.

Thefragranceofhisperfumewaseverywhere.Hewasholdinga

shoppingbagwhichobviouslycontainedfruitwines;abouttwoorthree:

Iwasthatobservant.

"I'mfine",Irepliedgently.

"YouarrivedalittlebitearlierthanIthoughtyouwould”,Hesaid.

Ifeltembarrassed.Mylazinesstocookandmydesiretohavean

adventureinhishousebroughtmeallthatshame.

"No,it'sfine",HesaidimmediatelyasherealizedthatIwas

embarrassed.

Heopenedhisdoorandledmeinside.

Hislivingroomwasreallyneatandbeautifullydecorated,Icouldn't

compareitwithmineatall.

"Youcanhaveyourseat",Hesaidashemovedtothediningtodropthe

fruitwine.
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IsatdownwatchingthetelevisionwhichwasdisplayingaK-drama

seriesthatIhadwatchedbefore.Iwasnotreallyinterestedinthemovie,

Ialreadyknewwhattheendinglookedlike.

Stevecametojoinmesomeminuteslater.

"Areyouenjoyingthemovie",Heasked.

"Well,Ihavewatcheditbefore",Ireplied.

“AreyouafanofK-dramaseries",Heasked.

“Well,notjustafan,but,atopfan",IrepliedsmilingasifIhadwona

goldmedal.

"Wow!Interesting.So,tellme,howdidthemovieend",Heasked.

BitbyBit,Iexplainedtohimdramaticallytocreateasenseofhumor.

Hewasamazedbymystorytellingskills.Wecontinuedgistingabout

othermoviesandIrealizedthatthereweresomanymovieswehad

watchedincommon.

"Isthatonlywhatyoucanboastof?Movies?Areyounotevenashamed

ofyourself?Youcan'tboastofgreatandwonderfulthings,agoodjob,

andaninnovationyouareinto,yourinfluenceonothers,oryour

spirituallife",somethingwhisperedtomymind.
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Icouldn'tplacewhatjustsaidthattome,but,itwasobviouslyan

invisiblebeing.

MyexpressionchangedimmediatelyandStevenoticed.

"Katherine,what'swrong?”Heasked.

"Nothing",Irepliedtryingtoputupasmile.

"Okaythen,let'sgotothediningtoeatdinner",Hesaidandledmeto

thedining.

Webothsatdownatthedinning.Stevesaidalittleprayerandopened

thedishes.

Iwasexpectingtoseericeorpastaoryamorswallowfood,but,loand

behold,itwaspizzaandchickenthatwasonthetable;averybigpizza

though.

"IsthiswhatI'mgoingtoeatfordinner",Ithought.Itwasn'tthatIhated

pizza,but,Ipreferredeatingcookedfoodtojunk.

"Doyoulikeit?”Heasked.

"Sure",Irepliedwithafakesmile.

Istruggledwiththeforkandknifetoeatthepizzaandchickenwhilehe
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servedthefruitwine.

"So,whatdoyoudoforaliving?”Heasked.

“Ihaven'tgottenajobyet,I'mstillonjobhunt",Ireplied.

“Oh!I'msorryaboutthat.Wheneverthereisanyvacancyinmyplaceof

work,I'mgoingtoinformyou",Hesaid.

“Oh!That'sreallyniceofyou",Isaid.

“Youarewelcome.Actually,Iwantustobecloserthanthis.Wouldyou

bemyfriend?Justfriends,nothingelseattached",

Ididn'tknowwhenyespoppedoutofmymouth.

Stevewasreallyhappy.Hesmiledandmadeatoasttoourfriendship.

Afterthat,wecontinuedgisting.Hetalkedabouthischildhooddays,I

talkedaboutmineaswell.

By11:00p.m.,Ireturnedtomyapartment.Iwentstraighttomybed,

but,Icouldn'tfindsleep.

"AmIdoingtherightthing?”Iaskedmyself.

Igotnoresponse.MyBiblewaslyingonthebed.Ipickeditupand

openedit,thefirstverseIsawread,
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"Ifwesaythatwehavefellowshipwithhim,andwalkindarkness,we

lie,anddonotthetruth:Butifwewalkinthelight,asheisinthelight,

wehavefellowshiponewithanother,andthebloodofJesusChristhis

Soncleansethusfromallsin.(1John1:6-7).

Thepastor'swordsinthechurchprogramearlierthatdaycamebackto

me.

"God,Idon'tknowwhatI'mdoing.Helpmefindyouback,Helpme

walkinyourlight",Isaid.

Ipickedupmyphonetocallmyfiancee,but,asusual,hedidn'tpickup

mycall.Iangrilydroppedthephoneandwenttosleep.
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Chapter4

Itwasasunnyafternoon.Iwasjustcomingbackfromaninterviewwith

acompanyachurchmemberhadintroducedtome.Theinterviewwent

wellandtheypromisedtogetbacktome,but,asIwalkedhome,Ikept

thinkingofwhenthejobhuntwouldbeover.

AsIcrossedmystreet,Isawladiesyoungerthanmedrivingtheircars,

returningfromtheirvariousplacesofwork.

"Godwhen?”IsaidandbeforeIknewit,tearswererunningdownmy

face.Ihurriedlycleaneditsothatnoonewouldnotice.Itriedtokeepa

smilingfaceasIwalked,but,unhappinesswaswrittenallovermyface.

IwassomemeterstomycompoundwhenIheardsomeonecallmy

namefrombehind.

"SisterKatherine",shecalled.

ItwasLily,myneighbor'sdaughter.Shewasholdingacustomized

nyloninherhandsandshewaslookingradiant.

Iwaitedforhertocatchupwithme.

"Lily,howareyou?Whereareyoucomingfrom?”Iasked.
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“Well,Iwenttodeliversomeofmycateringproductstosomeshops

acrossthestreet",Shesaidhappily.

“Youareintocatering?”Iaskedsurprisingly.

"Well,IlearnedhowtomakechinchinfromSisterEunice,andIstarted

makingmineandpackagingit",Shesaidassheshowedmethelast

packetofchinchininthecustomizednylon,itwasneatlypackedand

anyonewhosawitwouldbeattractedtoitatthefirstsight.

"So,howmanyhaveyousoldtoday?”Iaskedher.

"Ermmmm,Isoldthreedozentothefirstshop,twodozentotheshop

oppositetheroad,thenanotherthreedozentotheshopdownthe

street.That'seightdozenintotal",Shesaid.

"Wow,that'sincredible.So,howmuchprofitdidyoumaketoday?",I

asked.

“Imade#1600.00,twohundrednairaperdozen",

“Wow,that'samazing",Isaid,but,deepdown,Iwasfeelingashamedof

myself.

Ayounggirlwhowasnotagraduateyetwasearningonethousand,six

hundrednairaperday,yet,Iwasgoingouteverydaysearchingforajob.
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Foramoment,Ifeltlikestartingthatsamekindofbusiness,but,onthe

otherhand,itwasnotmytypeofthing.Ihadnointerestincatering,

besides,Icouldn'tstressmyselfbygoingfromoneshoptoanotherto

sellmyproducts.IjustwantedtoworkinmyownofficewhereIwould

sitdownwiththeairconditionerswitchedonlisteningtomusicsoftly

anddoingmywork.

"Lily,youaredoingagreatjob.Keepitup",Isaidasweenteredour

compound.

“Thankyouma",sherepliedandwewenttoourdifferentapartments.

Igotinsidemyroomandsatonachair.Iremovedmyshoesandwent

straighttomybedlyingfacedownstillinmyofficialdress.

Iwhimperedlikeababy,"God,whyiseverythingworkingwellfor

everyone,but,it'snotworkingforme.EvenLily,whoisn'tagraduate

yet,isdoingwell.Euniceisdoingwell.Lilahisdoingwell.Whyismylife

likethis",

IwasstillcomplainingwhenIheardaknockonmydoor.Ihurriedly

cleanedmytearsandstoodupfrommybed.

"Whoisatthedoor?”Iasked.
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"It'sLily",ShesaidandIopenedthedoorforher.

“Oh!Lily,whatbringsyouhere?”Isaidwithabigfakesmileonmyface

asIallowedherin.

"Well,mymomwentoutwiththesparekeyandlockedthedoor,and

there'snootherwayIcangetin.CanIstaywithyoutillshecomes?”Lily

asked.

“Sure,whywon'tIallowmyadorablelittledarlingtostaywithme",I

saidsmiling,but,honestly,Imeanttheopposite,because,Ididn'thave

anyfoodathomethatIcouldofferher.Iwaspreparingtosoakgarrifor

lunchandIdidn'twanttogiveherthat.

Suddenly,IrememberedIstillhadsomenoodles.

"WhatshouldIofferyou?Rice?Beans?Yam?Eba?Amala?Or

NOODLES?”Isaidstressingthenoodles.

“Nothingma,I'mfine",shereplied.

Iheavedasigh."Haveaseat",Isaidtoher.

Shesatdownonthechair,whileIsatonmybed.

IhadtostartadiscussionwithLilyifIdidn'twanthertogetboredand

oftruth,thereweresomanythingsIwantedtoaskher.
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"Lily,whenisyourUTMEcomingup?”Iaskedher.

“It’sinsixmonths",Shereplied.

“Lily,youamazeme.ThisisyourthirdtimewritingUTMEandyou

haven'tbeenabletosecureadmissionintoahigherinstitution,yet,you

carryhappinessallaroundyou.Youdon'tfeelweigheddownatall.

Thereisthisjoyalloveryouthatyoucarryabout.Despiteyourbeing

young,youhaveyourbusiness.Thelasttimeyoucamehere,yousaid

youweregoingtoanorphanagetosomeotherpeopletoimpactthe

orphans.Lily,whatkindofpersonareyou?Don'tyouhaveproblems",I

asked.

IwasexpectingLily'smoodtochange,but,shekeptonsmiling.

"Everyonehereonearthencountersonedifficultyortheother,but,

minehasmademestronger",Lilysaid.

“Wow,tellmemore",Isaid.

“Well,growingupasachildwasn'teasy.Myparentsweren'tthatrich,

theywerejustsalaryearnersandtheyhadmeandmysiblingstotake

careof,ourschoolfees,feeding,andrentswallowedalltheirsalaryand

beforethemiddleofthemonth,itwasalwayslikewewerestrugglingto
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survive.IhaddifferenthealthchallengesasIgotsickmostofthetime.

Momwasworried,shealmostgavemeouttooneofourrelativeswhen

Iwaseight,but,Dadadvisedhernotto.

Myonlyconsolationwasacademics,IwouldreadateveryopportunityI

had.Iwantedtobeamedicaldoctorandbringmyfamilyoutof

poverty.Ilivedmylifewiththathope.

Ididn'tknowGodthen,Iwasjustachurchgoer,but,Ilovedthechurch

activities.IrememberwakingupearlyonSundaymorningsbeforemy

parentsandsiblingsjusttogettochurchearly.Iwouldalways

participateintheBiblequizandothercompetitionsinthechurchandI

alwayswon.Yet,mylifeseemedmeaningless.

Inmyfirstyearinseniorsecondaryschool,Ihadnewteachers,but,one

ofthemparticularlypickedinterestinme.Shewouldcallmeafterclass

andspeaktome.Shewasfriendly.Shetaughtmealotofhelpfulthings

apartfromacademics.Shetaughtmehowtobehave,howtorelate

withmymates,howtorelatewiththeoppositesex,andmost

importantly,sheledmetoChrist",

“Really?”,

“Yes,ma.Thatwasthebestgiftshegaveme;leadingmetoChrist.My
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lifechangedaroundforgood.Istartedlivingwithapurpose.IknewI

couldn'taffordtolivemylifeanyhow.IdiscoveredpurposeinJesus.I

startedaverycloserelationshipwithHimbyprayingtoHimeveryday,

readingHisword,andfellowshippingwithHisotherchildren.Iwanted

everyonearoundmetobesavedaswell.ItoldthemaboutJesusat

everyopportunityIhad.Myteacherdidn'tstopwithmeonthat,she

taughtmehowtomaintainmyrelationshipwithGodandhowtomake

suremyfirenevergoesoff.Istartedensuringthateverysecond,minute,

hour,anddaycounted.Istartedinfluencingthelivesofpeople

positivelyandGodhasbeenshowingupforme",Lilysaid.

“Wow!Ihonestlydon'tknowwhattosay.That'ssuperamazing.Your

teacherisagreatperson",Isaid.

“Yes,sheis",shereplied.

“Well,it'sbeenyearsnowthatyoumetChrist.Howhaveyoubeenable

tomaintainaconsistentrelationshipwithGod?",Iasked.

Iwantedtoknowheranswerbecausethatwasmymajorproblem.Ihad

oncebeenlikeher,servingGod,fellowshippingwithGod'schildren,

leadingotherstoGod,andmakingimpact,but,afterIgraduatedfrom

theuniversity,lifeturnedaround.Nomorestudentfellowship,nomore
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relationshipwithGod.

Lilyansweredwithasmile,"It'snotbymypowerormystrengththat

I'mstillstandingtoday.TheHolySpirithasbeenhelpingmeagreat

dealandIhavealsobeenveryintentionalaboutmylifeand

relationshipwithHim.Ihaveamentorwhoadvisesme,teachesme,

andtellsmewhattodowhenI'mconfused,Ialsolistentomessages

andspiritualsongsthatedifymefromtimetotime,Ialsodon'tjoke

withthegatheringofthechildrenofGod,Iattendourchurchweekly

programsandSundayprograms,I'malwayspunctualandInevermiss

outorstayabsentlyminded.AnotherveryimportantthingisthatI

don'tjokewiththesecretplace;mypersonalaltar,Icommunicatewith

GodforonehourafterIwakeupinthemorning.IalsopraybeforeI

sleepatnight.Also,Idon'tjokewithmeditatingonthewordofGod,I

readmyBibleeveryday.Ihavebeenintentionalaboutgrowing,

walkinginthelightofGod,andservingGodandGodhasbeenhelping

me.Also,IensurethatIobeyGod'scommandmentsandthe

instructionsoftheHolySpirit.Holinessismywatchword,withoutwhich

nomanshallseeGod.Andwithallthat,Godhasbeenhelpingme",Lily

said.

“Wow!Thankyousomuch,Lily",Isaidfindingallthatshesaidreally
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helpful.

Suddenly,webothheardLilymom'svoiceinthecompound.

"Ihavetogonow,mymomisaround",Lilysaidandstoodup.

“Oh!Thankyousomuch",Isaidandbadeherbye.

ShelefttheroomandIkeptruminatingonwhatshehadsaid.

"Lilyisright.Ialsoneedaspiritualmentor,Ithinkmypastoratchurch

willdo.Also,Ineedtostartlisteningtogodlysongsandspiritual

messagesagain.Ialsoneedtobeattendingmychurch'sweekly

programsandSundayprograms.Ialsoneedtore-ignitemypersonal

altar,meditateonthewordofGod,andbeintentionalaboutgrowingin

God",Isaidtomyself.

Ihadsomanythingstoworkoutinmylife,but,Ihadnoideaofwhere

tostart.

"Astepatatime",Itoldmyselfandstoodupfrommybed.

****

Inamatterofdays,alotofthingschangedaboutme.Iwasn'tthesame

KatherineIusedtobe.Asamatteroffact,Ilookedlikeadifferent

person.Thingsdidn'tjusthappenlikethat,Imadesomanydecisions.



God'sWillNovels

60

DoyouwanttoknowsomeofthedecisionsItook?

Well,forastart,IdeletedallthemoviesIhadonmylaptop,Irealized

thattheyweredistractionsandtimewasters.Next,Idownloaded

Christiansongs,movies,andmessagesfromgreatmenofGodinthe

country.Next,Idrewoutatimetableformyeverydaylifeandfixeda

specialtimeformypersonalaltar.Istartedwakingupearlyeven

thoughIdidnothaveanywheretogo.Iwouldwakeupandcommune

withGodforthefirstonehour,andthen,I'llmeditateontheBible.The

changeinmewasamazing.

GuessanotherthingIdid.

"Iblockedmyfiancee’snumber.

Ifelthewasnotseriousaboutusandtherelationshipwasn'tgoingto

makeanyheadway.Therewasnowaywecouldmoveforwardwhenwe

couldn'tmaintainbalancedcommunicationforyears.Besides,Iwas

becomingaffectedbyhisnonchalantattitudeaboutmyemotions.Ijust

decidedtocutofftieswithhimforsometime.Thatisn'ttooharsh,right?

Also,Igavemorecommitmenttomydatabusinessandonlineclothe

salesanditwasdoingalittlebitfine.

Onaparticularday,aftercompletingthehousechoresfortheday,Ifelt
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likereadingabook.IhadexhaustedtheonesIborrowedfromthe

library.ItwasthenIrememberedthatEunicehadacollectionof

Christianbooks.Herapartmentwaslikeaminilibrary.Shehadalways

complainedaboutherdadbuyinglotsofbooksforhertoread.Herdad

wantedhertodevelopbyreadingbooks,but,shewouldliterarilyread

none.

IleftmyroomandmovedtoEunice'sroomtogetsomebooks,secretly

IwishedshehadRedeemingLovebyFrancine.Oneofmyfriendsmade

areviewofthebookonherWhat'sAppstatusandthereviewwas

amazingandleftmewiththeurgetoreadthebook.IopenedEunice's

doorandwasconfoundedbythestateImet.Shewasonthefloor

cryinghereyesout.Shedidn'tevenmakeanyefforttostopwhenshe

sawme.Imovedclosertoherandkneltbesideher.

"Eunice,what'swrong?",Isaidtryingtochoosetherightwords.

Eunicecouldn'tsayanything,tearscontinuedstreamingdownhereyes.

Ireachedforthetissuepaperinthediningandhandedittoherand

madehersitonthesofa.IhadneverseenEunicesobrokenlikethat.I

hadalwaysknownhertobeahappy,energetic,andjovialgirl.Shewas

thekindofgirlwhoselifestyleeveryoneadmired,herbeautywasone
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thateveryladywasprayingfor.Whatcouldhavepossiblymadehercry?

"Katherine,amInotbeautifulenough?Don'tIlookpresentable?Ismy

characterbad?",Euniceasked.

"Notatall",Ianswered.

"Whyisitthateveryguywhoclaimstolovemeendsupusingmeand

dumpingme?NomatterhowmuchIgivemyselftothem?",Sheasked.

"Whathappened?",Iaskedher.

"Myboyfriendjustleftme.Hesaiditisoverbetweenus.AfterallIhave

doneforhim.AfteralltheweekendsIhavespentinhishouse".

"It'sokay,Eunice",Isaid.

"It'snotokay.Heisthesixthguytoleavemethisyear.Ican'tcontinue

likethis",shesaidwithtearsrunningdownherface.

Iheldherhands."No,youwon'tcontinuelikethis",Isaidtoherand

huggedher.

"Iknowofamanwhotrulylovesyouandwillneverdumpyou.His

nameisJesus.Hisloveisreal.Jesusisn'tfake.Youcanhavea

relationshipwithHim.I'mnotperfect,I'mjustgettingthingsrightas

well,Ihaven'tbeenfaithfulinmyrelationshipwithJesus,but,trustme,
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forthepastfewdays,Ihavebeenexperiencingajoythathasbeen

killingmyinnertears.IcanbetitwithyouthatlifewithJesusisreally

sweet",Isaid.

"Thankyou",Eunicewhisperedintomyears.

"IcametopicksomeChristianbooksfromyourlibrary",Isaidand

movedtowhereshekeptherbooks.

Itwasn'tuptothreesecondsthatmyeyescameacrossRedeeming

Love,Ipickeditupwithdelight.IpickedsomeotherChristianbooks.

"Thiswoulddofornow",Itoldher.

Mmmm",Eunicereplied.

"Eunice,areyoustillfeelingsad",Iasked.

Eunicedidn'tsayaword.

Imovedclosertoher."Thisisaphase,youwillbefine,okay".

"Bytheway,I'llbegoingtochurchthisevening,wouldyouliketogo

withme?",Iasked.

Eunicenoddedtosayyes.

"Okay,getreadybefore5p.m.",Isaidandleftherroom.
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AsIwalkedbacktomyroom,mymindwentbacktothosetimesIhad

enviedEunice.Ienviedherbeautyandherrelationships,Inevercould

haveimaginedshehadthingslikethatgoingonwithher.Shehadher

secrettearstoo.
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Chapter5

AsmuchasIwantedtodevelopandbuildupmyself,somanyneeds

startedarising,financialneedsandevenemotionalneeds.Myfiancee,

Derrick,wasnolongerinthepicture,Inolongerhadhiscontact.I

didn'treallyplantocompletelylethimoutofmylife,but,someweeks

afterblockinghisnumber,Ilostmyphone.Icouldn'tfinditafter

returninghomefromaninterview,Iwentfor.Allefforttogetitback

wasreallyabortive,Ilostthecontactofmyfianceealongwiththatof

myfriendsandfamilymembers.Iwasreallysaddenedaboutthelossof

myphone,but,Stevecheeredmeup,HeencouragedmeandtoldmeI

couldcometohishouseanytime.Webecamebestoffriends,but,he

couldn'tbecomparedtoDerrick.Derricklooked,sounded,and

behavedmorematurethanSteve.Also,DerrickwasmoreofaChristian

comparedtoStevewhostillconsumedalcoholandbarelygoesto

church.

EversinceEunice'sboyfriendbrokeupwithher,shehadbeenaregular

memberofmychurch,sheevenjoinedthechoirandwasmoreactive

thanI,whoinvitedhertothechurch.Shehadstoppedallofhernight

partiesandallherungodlybehaviors.IftherewasonethingIwassure
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of,itwasthefactthatEunicehadcompletelychanged,but,howshegot

changedwassomethingIdidn'tknow.

IwasbecomingabetterChristian.ThesalvationIlostafterIleftthe

universityhadalreadybeenrestoredtome,butthen,somethingswere

gettingmeworried;myjoblessnesswaspartofit,Iwasalreadytiredof

goingfromoneinterviewtoanotherwithoutsecuringajob.Eunice

advisedmeseverallytolearnatrade,but,Iwantedanofficejob.I

couldn'timaginelearningfromafashiondesignerorhairstylistafter

dreamingseveraltimesofbecomingtheCEOofarenownedcompany.

Itdoesn'tevencorrelate.

"But,youhavetostartfromsomewhere",Eunicetoldmeona

particulareveningwhenweraisedtheissueofjoblessness.

"Eunice,IstudiedEconomicsinschoolforcompletefouryears,Ididmy

internshipanddidNYSCforawholeyear.Doesitevenmakesensethat

Istartlearningatradenow",Itoldher.

"Katherine,itdoesn'thavetomakesense.IstudiedChemical

Engineeringattheuniversityforfiveyearsandpresently,I'macaterer

andIearnmoneyfromcatering,doesthatchangewhatiswrittenonmy

B.Sccertificate?Katherine,don'tjuststayidle,dosomething",Eunice
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said.

"Well,I'mdoingsomething.Goingforinterviewsispartofsomething

andverysoon,I'malsosellingdatatopeopleandpublicizingclothes

onlineforsaleandearninglittlefromthat.I'msurethatI'llgetajob",I

replied.

"Okaythen.Letmegotomyroomandprepareforchurch",Eunicesaid.

"It'sjust4:00p.m.bythetime",Isaid.

"Katherine,Biblestudystartsat4:30p.m.Thedistancebetweenour

houseandthechurchisaroundfifteenminutes,Ihavelessthanfifteen

minutesformyself,whendoyouexpectmetogetready?Abeegi,I'llsee

youinthechurch",Eunicesaidandstooduptogo.

"Won'tyouwaitformesothatweshouldgotogether?",Sheasked.

"ThelasttimeIwaitedforyou,weendedupgettingtochurchthirty

minuteslateeventhoughyoupersonallydespiselateness",Eunicesaid.

"Don'tworry,I'llgettochurchbeforeyoutoday",Isaid.

"Let'swaitandsee",Eunicesaidanddashedoutofmyroom.

Actually,Ididn'tplantogoforBiblestudythatday,but,thefactthat

Eunicewasgoingencouragedme.Istoodupfrommybedandmoved
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tomywardrobetochangemyclothesandgetreadyforchurch.

TheBiblestudywaspower-filledasusual.Ourpastoremphasizedon

theimportanceofpurity.Heaskedsomeonetoreadthebookof

Romans12:1forthechurch,IopenedmyBibleandreaditout.

Romans12:1Ibeseechyoutherefore,brethren,bythemerciesofGod,

thatyepresentyourbodiesalivingsacrifice,holy,acceptableuntoGod,

whichisyourreasonableservice.12:2Andbenotconformedtothis

world:butbeyetransformedbytherenewingofyourmind,thatyemay

provewhatisthatgood,andacceptable,andperfect,willofGod.

"Thankyouverymuch,SisterKatherine",Hesaidandcontinued

teachingus.

"YourbodyisthetempleofGod.ThewordofGodcallsyouatemple,

youcarryGodinsideofyou.But,whenyoupolluteyourtemple,you

makeitatempleforthedevil.

Whenyouengageinimmorality,itaffectsyouasanindividual,itaffects

everyaspectofyourlife,itopensdownyourlifetothedevil,itdestroys

yourdestiny,itcutsshortyourlifejustasitdidtoSamsonandAbsalom

intheBible.Sexualimmoralityissinningagainstyourbody,abstain

fromit.
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PresentyourbodytoGodasalivingsacrifice,aholysacrificeandsuch

thatisacceptableuntoGod,thatiswhenyourservicetoGodbecomes

reasonable.Itmightnotmakesensetothepeopleoftheworld,youare

notoftheworld.Youarenottoconformtothestandardoftheworld.

Theymaytellyouthatpurityisoldfashioned,but,Purityisnotold

fashioned,it'snotaformofslaveryorbondage,itisthewillofGod.You

canstaysexuallypure,somepeoplehavekeptthemselvesinthepast,

somepeoplearestilldoingitandyoucanalsodoit".

Asthepastorspokethesewords,itwasasifhewashittingahammer

onmychest.MymindwenttoSteve,nothingreallymuchhad

happenedbetweenus,justafewhugs,but,Iwasgettingemotionally

attachedtohim.Iwasalwaysgoingtohisapartmentwheneverhewas

backfromworkandalsoalwayspreparinghisdinnerandbreakfast.

Gettingthefoodstuffswasn'taproblem,Hewasalwaysgivingmea

largeamountofmoneyweeklyformyupkeepandtogetfoodstuffs.

Ofatruth,Stevehadhelpedmeagreatdeal,financiallyand

psychologically,but,Iwasn'tsureifIwouldn'tcompromiseifheasked

meto.

IfeltwithinmyselfthattheBiblestudyforthatdaywasawarningtome
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fromGodnottocompromiseorengageinsexualimmoralities.I

listenedcarefullytothepastorandjottedsomekeypointsinmyjotter.

*Watchyourthoughtsandactions.

*Don'tgiveroomtotemptations

*Setboundariesandactonprinciples

*AskForHelpfromGod.

Thepastorsaidsomeotherthingsandweallprayedtogether.

Igothomearound7:30p.m.withEunice.Although,weendedthe

churchprogramby7:00p.m.,but,weweretalkingallthewayhome.

"Katherine,today'sBiblestudymademeregretthethingsIdidinthe

past,howsinfulandimmoralIwasthen,but,thankGodforChrist,I'ma

newcreaturenow",Eunicesaidtomeaswewalkedhome

"True.Wedosomanythingsoutoflackofunderstanding.Ifwereally

understandthedamagethatsexualimmoralityisdoingtoourlivesand

ourfuture,I'msurethatnoonewouldeverwanttoengageinit.You

rememberthatpastorsaidsomespiritualexchangehappensduring

sexualintercourse.Icanimaginehowmanythingshavebeen

transmittedintosomanypeople'slivesthroughimmorality.MayGod
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helpus",

"Amen.Katherine,cometothinkaboutit,whatifStevewantsyouto

engageinimmoralitywithyou?IcansenseHeislookingforsomething

beyondtheplatonicfriendshipbetweenbothofyou",Eunicesaid.

"Haba!Eunice!Howcanyousaysomethinglikethat?Steveisn'tthat

kindofperson.Heisjustkindandreallynice.Besides,withwhatIhave

heardtoday,Icannevercompromise",Ireplied.

"Okayooo",Eunicesaidfunnily.

"Whatdoyoumean?",Isaidandplayfullytappedheratherback.

"Myeyesareonyouooo.Don'tfallinloveooo.Remember,youstill

haveafiancee",Katherinesaid.

Mymoodchanged."But,wearenolongertogether.Ihavelostcontact

withhim.I'velostmyphone,hishomeaddressandofficeaddressarein

thephoneIlostandhisfamilymember'scontactsarealsointhat

phone".

"Youmeanyoudon'tknowwherehelives?",Euniceasked.

"Herelocatedtoanotherapartmentearlierthisyear.Iknowhis

previousapartment",Ireplied.
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"Whatabouthisparents'house?Ithoughthehadproposedtoyou",

"Yes,hehasindeedproposedtome,but,Ihaven'tmetwithhisparents

yet,wewerejustplanningtodothat",Iansweredangrily.

"But,ithasn'tturnedtofight",Eunicerepliedplayfully.

"Youareboringmewithyourquestions",Ireplied.

"Kathy,Idon'tthinkyouwanthimanymore.Howisitpossiblethatall

ofasudden,youcan'tfindyourfianceeagain.Can'tyoufindhimon

socialmedia?"

"Heisnotasocialmediaperson",

"Nawaooo,Godwouldhelpyoufindhim",

"I'mnoteveninterestedinhimagain",Iconfessed.

"Iknewit",Euniceshouted."Katherine,thisisn'tthetimetojumpon

anyotherman,settledownfirst.Calmdown.Isuspectthatyouare

feelingsomemushyfeelingsforSteve.Godhasthebestforyou",

"Thankyou",Irepliedtoherandweteasedourselvestillwegothome.

So,backinmyroom,IsatdownruminatingonEunice'swords.Eunice

wasactuallythat.
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"Steveisjustafriendjare",Iconsoledmyselfandswitchedtonovels

sinceIdidn'thaveaphoneagain.IwasstillreadingnovelswhenIheard

Steve'sgeneratorturnedon.

"OhmyGod!Ihaven'tprepareddinnerforSteve",IshoutedasIrushed

andstooduptomovetoSteve'splace.Suddenly,IrememberedthatI

hadnotchangedmydress,IwasstillinthedressIworetochurch.I

hurriedtomywardrobeandpickedashortpinkgown.AsIwasaboutto

wearit,Ifeltaprickinmymind,but,woreitanyway.Iworemyslippers

andrushedtoSteve'sapartment.Iopenedthedoorwithoutknocking

andmethimsettingthediningtable.Thatwasodd.

"Babe!",Hecalledoutandrushedtohugme.Iallowedhimandthehug

wasforabouttwominutes.

"Youdidn'ttellmethatyouwouldbebackfromworkearliertoday.

Wereyouplanningtosurpriseme",Iasked.

"Surpriseindeed.Thisistherealsurprise",Hesaidandbroughtouta

packagefromthetelevisioncabinet.

"OhmyGod!OhmyGod!",Iscreamedjoyfully.ItwasanewiPhoneand

thelatestintown.Ididn'tknowwhenIscreamedout,"Ijustloveyou",
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"Iloveyoutoo",Stevesaidandmovedclosertome.Hekissedme

withoutmypermissionandIcouldn'tresisthim,somethingwehad

neverdonebefore.Although,wehadafewhugs,wehadneverkissed

before.ItwassosuddenandromanticthatIcouldn'tstophim.He

stoppedandledmetothediningtablewithmynewphone.Ashe

serveddinner,Ithoughttomyself,"Cometothinkaboutit,thisguy

isn'tthatbad.Heisahusbandmaterial.Heisromantic,heishandsome,

Heisloving,andheknowshowtotreatladiesright.Heissweeterthan

Derrick.JustthatIhavetoworkonHim,hestilldrinksalcoholandHe

rarelygoestochurch,Hedoesn'thavetheHolySpiritandHedoesn't

supportspeakingintongues".

"Doyoucareformore?",Steveasked.

"No,thanks",Irepliedandmygazeshiftedtohispinklips.Oh!Iwanted

himtokissmeagainandagainandagain.Irememberedwhatthe

pastorsaidinchurchandsharplyrebukedmyselfbyslappingmyleg

withoutlettingStevenotice.Stevehelpedmeturnonsome

applicationsandchangedsomesettings,healsotaughtmehowtouse

somefeatures.Weatetogetherandgisted.Ireturnedtomyapartment

by11:30p.m.withmyiPhonefeelingverysleepy.Withoutprayingor

readingthescripture,Idashedtomybedandsleptoff.
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Chapter6

MyiPhonebecamemybestfriendwithinaweek.Itwasalwayswithme

everysecond,I'dsleepoffpressingitandimmediatelyafterwakingup,

itwouldbethefirstthingIwouldgoto.Thereweresomanynewthings

todiscoveronit.IretrievedmySIMcard,but,itwasdifficultgetting

backthenumberofsomepeople.Igotbacksomenumbersonsocial

media,but,Icouldn'tgetthatofmyfiancee.

Ireturnedtomyairtimeanddatabusiness.Evenifitwasjust#1000

profitaday,itwassomething.MyrelationshipwithStevedeepened.I

startedseeingahusbandinhim.Afterthekisswehad,Ilookedupto

havingmorethanthat.Manytimeswhenhewasaway,Ihadseveral

imaginations.Severaltimes,Ihadimaginedhavinghimtomyself.Ihad

imaginedusinbedtogether.Although,Iknewthosethingswerebad,I

couldn'tstopmyselffromthinkingaboutthem.Iwouldwakeupevery

morningfeelinghornyandthinkingaboutSteve.ThereweretimesI

reallywantedtostopthinkingabouthim,but,itwouldn'tjusthappen.

EunicewashappyformewhenItoldheraboutmynewiPhone,but,she

warnedmetobecarefulwhenItoldheritwasfromSteve.

Iassuredherthattherewasnointeriormotiveandthatitwasjustan
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actofkindness.Withinme,Iwasn'tsureifIwastellingthetruth.

However,thatseemedtobethebestthingtosaytokeepEunice's

mouthshut.

ItwasanothereveningandIwasinSteve'sapartmentasusual.Ihad

finishedpreparingdinner.However,Stevewassotiredfromworkthat

hesleptoffonthecouchwhilewewatchedmoviestogether.Ilaughed

athimandcontinuedwatchingthemovies.

IwassoengrossedinthemoviethatIdidn'tknowthattimewasreally

gone.WhenIcheckedthetime,itwas1:08a.m.

"OhmyGosh!",IshoutedasIstoodupfromthecouch.

ThatactwokeupSteve.

"Oh!Isleptoff",Hesaidandwasshockedwhenhecheckedthetimeon

thewallclock.

"Katherine,youarestillaround?",Heasked.

"Actually,IwasreallyengrossedinthemovieIwaswatchingthatI

didn'tknowthattimewasgone",Isaid.

"It'sfine",Hesaid.

"So,I'llbeonmywaytomyapartmentnow",Isaid.
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"Noway.It's1a.m.",Hesaid.

"Weliveinthesamecompound.Myroomisjustsomestepsawayfrom

here",Ireplied.

"Goingtoyourapartmentwon'tbenecessary.Myapartmentisn't

sendingyouaway",Hesaid.

"Bytheway,whichmoviewereyouwatching?",Heasked.

IstartednarratingtheK-dramaseriestohimanditwasreally

fascinating.Wewerebothseatedonthecouch.IwasstilltalkingwhenI

noticedthathishandswereonmyexposedlaps;thegownIwas

wearingwasreallyshortthatitcouldn'tfullycovermylaps.

"Whatareyoudoing?",Iaskedhim.

"Itwon'thurtyou",Hesaid.

"I'mnotreadyforthis",Isaid.ItwastruethatIlongedforhistouch,

but,Iwasn'tready.Iwasstillavirgin.Ihadalwaysdreamtoflosingmy

virginityonmyweddingdaytomyhusband.Itdidn'tseemappropriate

atthatmoment.Myconsciencewasreallyprickingme,but,Iwasn't

emotionallystrongenoughtopushhimaway.Helaidmedownonthe

sofaandstartedremovingmyclothes.Istruggledwithhim,but,he
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succeededinremovingshortgown.BeforeIcouldsayJack,hehad

alreadypenetrated.

"Stop!Stop!Stop!",Ishoutedweakly,but,hedidn't.

Atonepoint,Ididn'ttrytostophimanymore.Igavehimallthe

pleasurehewanted.

Whenweweredone,hecarriedmetohisbedroomformetosleep.He

laidbesidemeonhisbedandsleptoff.Icouldnotsleep,Iwasfeeling

painseverywhere,myjointswereseriouslyachingme,Ihadjustbeen

disvirgined.Iwenttohisbathroomtocleanmyselfup.

Allmydreamsoflosingmyvirginityonmyweddingdayhadbeen

shattered.Iwentbacktothebedroomandsatonthebed.Ilookedat

Stevesnoringbesidemeandmytearsincreased.Iremembered

everythingmypastortaughtinchurchandIfeltreallyashamedof

myself.IhaddisappointedGod,Ihaddisappointedeveryonelookingup

tome.Icontinuedcryingforhours.WhenIcheckedthetime,itwas5:00

a.m.Imovedoutofhisapartmentandwenttomyownapartment.

IhadnotsleptthroughoutthenightandIwasn'tfeelingsleepy.I

continuedcrying.
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"WhathaveIdone?WhathaveIdonetomyself?Oh!Katherine,what

haveyoudone?Youcommittedfornication,Youhavelostyourvirginity.

WhathaveIdonetomyself?",Isaidandcried.Icouldn'tsitup,Iknelt

downbesidemybedandcontinuedcrying.IwantedtoaskGodto

forgiveme,but,Icouldnotjustdoit,Ifeltsofilthyandunworthy.I

couldnotevenforgivemyself.

MyiPhonewasbesideme,itkeptringing,but,Ididn'tpickup.Itwas

Steve.

Isatdownonmybedandtearscontinueddroppingonmyface.I

decidedtolookatmyphone.Isawhismessageandreadit.

"Babe,Ihadasweettimewithyou.Youarehot.Youwerejustgivingme

differentstylesandtoseethatyouareavirginwasshocking.Let'sdoit

againtonight.I'llbebackearlierfromwork.Loveyou"

Iburstintoanotherroundofuncontrollabletears.Sensestarted

comingtome.

"Whatdidheseemeas?Asexworker?ThisSteveguywasn'tevenborn

again.Herarelygoestochurch.Hedrinksalcohol.Hecommitsallsorts

ofsinandheisn'tevenGod'sWillformylife.WhatwasIthinking?ThatI

wouldchangehim?Oh!Ihavelostmyvirginitytothewrongperson",I
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saidandcontinuedcrying.

Itwas9:00a.m.andIwasstillsittingonmybed.Iwasnolongercrying,

but,myeyeswereredandswollen.SuddenlyIheardaknockonmy

door.Iwassosurethatitwasn'tSteve,heshouldhavegonetowork.

Probably,itwasEunice.

"Comein",Isaidstillsitting.

Lilyopenedthedoorandcamein.

"AuntieKatherine,what'swrong?",Lilyshoutedasshesawme.

Icouldn'tsayaword.

"Auntie,talktome,what'swrong?",Sheaskedagain.

Tearsstreameddownmyfaceagain.

"Auntie,inwhateveryouarepassingthroughrightnow,whatsoever

pain,whatsoeverregret,whatsoeverhumiliation,whatsoeveriscausing

thesetears,IwantyoutoknowthatGodstilllovesyouandHeisready

tostartupagainwithyou",Lilysaid.

"Lily,IhavefailedGod.Ihavedisappointedhim.I'mnotsureHecan

acceptmeagain",Ireplied.
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"Auntie,don'tsaythat.NotonlywillGodacceptyou,Hewilltakeyou

upasHisbeloved.Remember,Healwaysleavestheninety-nineto

comebackforyou.So,tellme,whathaveyoudone?Tellingsomeone

aboutiteasesyourpain",Lilysaid.

IwasnotseeingtheyounggirlinLilyanymore,Iwasseeingamature

ladythatIcouldtrustandconfidein.Although,shewasjusttwenty,we

hadthesameheightandshetalkedlikeamaturelady.

Lilycameclosetomeandhuggedme,"Letitoutnow.It'snotsupposed

tostaywithinyou,Letgoofyourpain",

"Ilostmyvirginityovernight",Iconfessed.

"Whathappened?Wereyouraped?",Sheaskedconcernedly.

"Itwasmyfault.Iwenttoafriend'shouseandforgotmyselfwhenIgot

there.IstayedsolateathisplacethatIcouldn'treturntomyplaceat

night.Wewerecarriedawayandsoonwecouldn'tcontrolourselves",I

saidwithmoretearsdroppingfrommyface.Ididn'tfeelitwas

importanttorevealtheidentityofStevetoLily.Wealllivedinthesame

compoundandIdidn'twanthertostartseeinghimasabadperson,

becauseofwhathappenedbetweenus.
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"It'sfine,auntie.I'msorryaboutwhathappenedtoyou.Imightnotbe

abletorelate,but,Iknowit'spainfulwhenyouloseyourvirginitytothe

wrongperson.However,Godiswillingtotakeyouback.YouareHis

daughterandShelovesyou,Hejustwantsyoutoconfessyoursin

beforeHimandHewillforgiveyou.TheBiblesaysin1John1:9that

"Ifweconfessoursins,heisfaithfulandjusttoforgiveusoursins,and

tocleanseusfromallunrighteousness".

Godstilllovesyou,Auntie.Theplanofthedevilistodestroyyourlife.

Hehasthreeaims;tosteal,tokill,andtodestroy.Theonlywayyoucan

protectyourselffromthedevilisbystayinginGod.Ifyoudon'treturn

toHim,theplansofthedeviloveryourlifemightstand.Youmightfeel

ashamedtoreturntoGodliketheprodigalchild,but,ifyoudon'treturn,

youmightfindyourselfcommittingthissamesinoverandoveragain.

Youmightfindyourselfgoingbacktothatguy'shouseoverandover

again.Youmightbecomeasexaddictandmighttotallyloseyour

identityinChrist.

Alotofpeoplehavefallenintothatsametrapofthedevilandhavenot

beenabletofindtheirwayout.AuntieKatherine,youareonlysafein

Christ,Heisyourshield,Heisyourgreatesttowerthatyoucanruninto.
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Auntie,youareworthmorethanallofthis.Youareworthmore.Find

yourworth.Youhaveagloriousfuture,youcan'taffordtoplayitall

awaybecauseofpleasures.Jesusstilllovesyou",Lilysaidandtears

weredroppingdownherfacetoo.

Iwasalreadyonmyknees,"God,I'msorry.I'mreallysorry.Please,take

meback",

Lilyledmeinprayersandcomfortedme.Afterthat,whatshesaidnext

shockedme.

"Ithinkthereissomethingthatweareforgetting",Shesaid.

"Whatisthat?",Iasked.

"Aren'tyousupposedtotakepillstopreventpregnancy,Lilyreplied.

"Oh!That'strue!",Ishoutedlikesomeonewhosesensejuststarted

working.

IstillhadcashonmefromthemoneyStevehadsenttomefortheweek.

"I'llgorightaway",Isaid.

Lilyfollowedmetothepharmacy.Onourwaytothepharmacy,she

informedmethatherUTMEwasintwomonths'timeandthatshehad

startedpreparing.Iwishedhersuccess.
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WegottothepharmacyandIaskedforanEmergencyContractionPill

(ECP).Thepharmacistlookedatmeandaskedsomeembarrassing

questions.

"Whatdidthedoctorprescribeforyou?",Sheasked.

"Well,nodoctorprescribedpillsforme.It'sjustthatIneedapillto

preventpregnancy",Ireplied.

"It'sfine.Weactuallykeepourclient'sinformationconfidentialhere",

Sherepliedandpickedadrugonthecounterforme.

Sheexplainedtomehowtouseitandtherightdose.Shegavemethe

billandIpaidandwasgivenmyreceipt.

IandLilyreturnedhomeandIusedthepill.

IwasreallygratefultoLily.Shegavemealonghugandleftforher

apartment.

Ispenttherestofthedaymeditatingonthescripturesandprayingto

God.

Intheevening,Stevecalledmynumberseveraltimes,but,Irefusedto

pickuphiscall.Iknewwhathewanted,Iwasn'treadytoevergotohis

houseagain.ThatwasapersonaldecisionImadeafteraskingfor
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forgivenessfromGod.

Forthenextoneweek,Ididn'tcallSteveorgotohishouse.Hestopped

callingmetwodaysafterhedisvirginedme.

Whenitwasexactlyoneweek,Isawhismessage;

"Katherine,youarereallysmart,aren'tyou?Myintentionwastohavea

tasteofyoubeforeIrelocatetomynewplaceofworkinanothercity.

Rightfromthestart,ourdiscussioninmycar,thedayIgaveyouaride

tochurch,Iknewyouwouldbehardtoget.Spendingmoneyonyou

wasn'tmyproblem.However,Ididn'twanttoforcesexonyou.I

wantedyoutogivemeyourbodybyyourself,whichyoudid.Inoticed

thewayyoudressedseductivelywheneveryoucametomyplace.I

noticedthewayyouenjoyedmytouchandtheseveralhugswehad

together.Inoticedthewayyoulovedkisses.Iwasjustwaitingforthe

righttimeanditcamecheaply.Iactuallyplannedtodoitwithyou

severaltimesagainbeforerelocating,but,afterthefirsttime,you

receivedsense.Goodluck"

"Jesus!",Iscreamed.

IquicklyworemyslippersandrushedtoSteve'shouse.Therewereno

tracesofhim,hisgeneratorwasnolongerthere.Thedoorwaslocked,
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but,Icouldseefromthewindowthatthehousewasdeserted.Icould

feeltearsalmostdroppingdownmyface.TearsIwouldn'tlikeanyof

ourneighborstosee.Ireturnedtomyroomandallowedthetearsto

flowfreely.Icriedoutmyeyes.

"Katherine,youhavereallymessedup?Whathaveyoudoneto

yourself?",Ishoutedtomyself.

IcouldhearthatsmallcalmvoicetellingmethatGodhadalready

forgivenmeandIneededtoforgivemyself.

Withoutknocking,Eunicecamein.Shewasshockedtoseemecrying.I

wasprettysureshewantedtoinformmeabouttheeveningchurch

program.

"Katherine,what'swrong?",Euniceasked.

Insteadofreplying,Iwentstraighttohertohugher.Ikeptcrying.

"Eunice,youwarnedme,Ididn'tlisten".

"Katherine,what'swrong?Ijustcametoaccuseyouofnottellingme

thatyourfriend,Steve,wasrelocatingtoanotherplace,Isawhim

packingoutofthehousethismorning.Ididn'texpecttomeetyouhere

crying.What'swrongwithyou?",Sheasked.
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Mytearsincreased.Onlyifsheknewthatthepersonshejustmentioned

wasresponsibleformytears.IknewthatEunicehadwalkedinthat

verypathbeforeandshehadbecomefree,so,IknewIcouldconfidein

her.

InarratedeverythingthattranspiredbetweenSteveandI.Eunice

listenedtomecalmly.Shewasn'tthekindofpersonthatwouldstarta

pitypartyinsuchkindofsituation.

"Katherine,thatwasjustaphaseofyourlifeandI'mhappythatyou

survived.Though,youfellalongtheway,but,youreturnedtoGod.I

knowit'snoteasyonyourpartknowingthatallalongStevewasjust

deceivingyou,but,justasGodhasforgivenyou,youneedtoforgive

himandforgiveyourselfaswell".

"YoumeanIshouldforgivethatbastard?Hedisvirginedme",Icried.

"But,youdidn'tstophim,didyou?Notforgivinghimwouldonlyaddto

yourpain.Youneedtomoveon.Godhasfoughtyourbattleforyou,let

itgo.Releaseallofthepainfromyourheart.Releasethehurt,theanger,

theguilt",Eunicesaid.

"It'snoteasy",Icriedout.
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"Iknow,justletitgo",Eunicesaid.

IheldEunice'shandsandallowedthosetearstoflowout,Isaidamidst

oftears,"LordJesus,thankyouforforgivingmedespiteeverythingI

havedone.It'snoteasyformetoletgo,but,fromthedepthofmyheart,

IletgoofSteve.Iforgivehim.Iforgivemyselfaswellforputtingmyself

inthismess.Iknowthatyouwouldmakemylifeamessageforthe

world.ItrustyourplansformeandIloveyouforevermore.Thankyou,

Jesus.Amen"

"Thatwasreallygreat",Eunicesaidandhuggedme.

"Eunice,youknowIfeelakindofpeaceinmyheartrightnow.Iam

chosennotcondemned.IhavethejoyoftheHolySpiritandI'mnot

ashamed.IamredeemedandmybodyisthetempleofGod.Iam

sanctifiedandpurified.Iamapeculiarchildandaholynation",

"Yes!That'stheSpirit!",Euniceshoutedwithjoy.

"Thankyoudearfriend",Isaidtoher.

"AllglorybelongstoJesus",Shereplied.
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Chapter7

IwasgettingsoimpatientasIwaitedinthereceptionofthehospital's

laboratory.Ihadbeenwaitingforthirtyminutes,but,itseemedlikea

hundredyears.ItwasaweekafterIforgaveSteve.WhatwasIdoingin

thehospital?Well,twodaysbeforethen,Istartedvomitingandfelt

reallydizzyandweak.Also,Ihadnotseenmyperiodthatmonth,and

themonthitwaspasttwoweekstheusualdate.Differentthoughts

wererunningthroughmymind.

"Didn'tthepillwork?",Ithoughtstillsittingdowninthereceptionist.

"Idon'thaveajobyet,howdoIwanttotakecareofmyselfifthetests

confirmthatI'mpregnant?Stevewouldnotevenshowupifthe

pregnancyisreal.But,Iusedacontraceptivepill,ordiditnotwork",

"Whatifthetestcomesoutpositive,wouldIabortthepregnancy?No,

Godforbid".

"Ohmymom!Mymotherwouldbesodisappointedinme.Iwouldhave

nootheroptionthantogobacktothevillagetostaywithher",

"Whatwouldhappentomydreamofbecominggreatinlife".

Icouldnolongersitdownagain.Istoodupandstartedpacingupand
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down.

"God,justdothisonethingforme.Ifthisresultshouldcomeout

negative,Iwouldnevercommitfornicationagaininmylife.Iwould

neverever.Iwoulddare.Jesus,ImeanIwouldnottryit",Isaidto

myself.

TheotherpeopleinthereceptionistkeptlookingatmeasIpacedup

anddown.Onlyiftheycouldunderstandwhatwasgoingoninmymind.

Tearswerealmostrunningdownmyeyes,but,Ikeptshuttingthemin.

"MissKatherine,yourresultisready",Thelaboratoryattendantcalled.

"Eh!",Ishoutedandwalkedhurriedlyintotheroomtocollectmyresult.

"Haveyourseat,ma"Thelaboratoryscientistsaid.

Isatdown,myheartwasracinghigh.

"Congratulations!",Hesaid.

"Congratulationsforwhat?Don'tcongratulateme",Ishouted.

"Congratulations,youarenotpregnant.Yourresultisnegative",He

said.

"OhmyGod!ThankyouJesus",Iscreamed.
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Thelabscientistcouldn'thidehissmile.

"Whydidyoucongratulatemeinthefirstinstance",Iasked.

"Isawfromyourpersonalinformationthatyouarestillsingleandyou

weren'tmarriedyet.Ialsonoticedthetensiononyourfacewhenyou

camein.Icouldseethatyouweren'treadyforpregnancy",

"Truly,I'mnot",Ireplied.

"Alright,but,nexttime,becareful.Don'tengageinitifyouareready

forachild". "Sir,therewon'tbeanexttime.Iwon'tengageinit

againtillIgetmarried.Butsir,Idon'tunderstandwhyIkeepseeing

thesesymptomsandI'mnotpregnant.Ihavebeenthrowingupforthe

pasttwodays,Ihavebeenfeelingdizzyandweakaswell",Ireplied.

"Thatdoesn'tmeanyouarepregnant.Itcouldbeanymedical

condition.Wewouldcarryoutmalariatestonyoutoknowthenextline

ofmanagement",Hesaid.

"Okay,wouldthatbedonenow?",Iasked.

"Yes",Herepliedashefilledoutaformformeanddirectedmetoa

roomwheremybloodsamplewouldbecollected.

Ireturnedhomeintheeveningandhadalotofreasonstogivepraise.
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Although,Iwasstillfeelingweakduetothemalariainmybody,but,

thatdidn'tstopmefromsingingsongsofpraise.

GodprotectedmefromgettingpregnantandfromcontractingHIVor

anyothersexuallytransmitteddiseasesdespitemyunfaithfulness.Yes,

IdidallthosetestsafterSteveleftandtheirresultswereout,Ididan

HIVtest,Hepatitis,HPV,andothersexuallytransmittedinfectionsand

theresultswereallnegative.

IwasstillsingingpraiseswhenLilycamein.Shejoinedmeinsinging

andwhenweweredone,Ihuggedher.

"Auntie,Icametocheckonyoutheothertime,but,yourdoorwas

locked",Lilysaid.

"Yes,Iwasn'tin.Ijustgotbacksomeminutesago",Ireplied.

"That'sgreat.I'mhappyImetyouinagoodmood",Shesaid.

"AllthankstoGod",Ireplied.

"Howispreparationforyourexam?",Iasked.

"It'sgoingonwellAuntieKathyrnKuhlman",Shereplied.

"Haha,whichoneisKathyrnKuhlmanagain?",Iasked.
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"Auntie,Godisraisingagiantinyouandthat'swhyHehasmadeyou

topassthroughfire.Godintendstomakeyouagreatgeneralofour

time",Lilysaid.

"Really?",Iasked

"Yes,ma.Ihadadreamaboutyou.Isawyoumendingbrokenpots",

Lilysaid.

"Pots?Whatdoesthatmean?ThatIwouldbeapotmender?",Iasked.

"Noauntie.TheHolySpiritmademeunderstandthatGodwoulduse

youtomendpeople'sbrokenlives,Hewoulduseyoutofixbroken

relationships,andHewouldthroughyoubeautifythelivesofmany.He

hascalledyou,Hehaschosenyou,Hehasordainedyou,Ariseand

ShineforthinHisglory",Lilysaid

Tearshadbecomemyusualthingingoodorbadsituations,so,itdidn't

takeasecondformetoburstintotears.

"Oh!Thankyou,Jesus!Thankyouforthiswonderfulrevelation.Oh!

ThisissoamazingLord.Thankyouforrevealingyourmandateuponmy

life,I'mgrateful,Lord",IworshippedGod.

"Lily,thankyouforbeingGod'smouthpiece.Godwillcontinuetobless
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you.Youwouldprosperinallyourways.Ideclaresuccessinyour

upcomingexam.Godwouldfavoryou",Iprayed.

"Amen.ThanksfortheprayersAuntie",Lilysaid.

LilytoldmeaboutaBiblepassageshereadearlierintheday,we

studiedittogetherandtheHolySpiritgaveusinsights.Wekept

studyingtheWorduntilitwastimeforLilytogohome.Aftersheleft,so

continuedstudyingtheWord.Oh!Ididn'twanttostopdespiteIhad

spenthours.

****

Allmylife,IhadthoughtmyfailureinlifewasduetothelimitationsI

had,Ineverknewmostofmylimitationswerefrommymindset.I

rediscoveredpurposeinlifeafterLily'sdiscussionwithmeconcerning

therevelationGodgaveheraboutme.

Myprayerlifespedupmorethaneverbefore,MyBiblestudylifewas

alsoonfire.Ibecamedevotedtochurch.Ireadmorebooksand

listenedtomoremessages,podcasts,andaudiobooks.

Onaparticulardayafterchurcheveningservice,pastorcalledmeandI

wenttomeethim.HegreetedmecheerfullyandIreplied.
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"SisterKatherine,thereissomethingIwouldlikeyoutodoforme",He

said.

"Really?What'sthatsir?",Iasked.

"Thereisthisladywhoisamemberofourchurch,SisterJemima.You

knowherright?",Heasked.

"Sure,everyoneknowsSisterJemima.Sheisathree-hundred-level

studentintheuniversity,shejustreturnedlastweekfromschoolfora

three-weekbreak",Ireplied.

"That'sgood.I'mhappyyouknowherverywell.Hermomcameto

meetmetoday,shecomplainedthatherdaughter'sattitudehasreally

changedsinceshecamebackfromschool,shenolongerjoinsthe

morningdevotionathome,andsheprefersstayingaloneinherroom

thanhavingagoodtimewithherfamily,Herdressinghasalsogone

bad",Thepastorsaid.

Ididn'tknowwhythepastorcalledmetodiscussthat,but,Iknewhe

wantedtoinvolveme.

"Sir,Ithinksheneedsprayers.Prayerscanchangeanybodysir",I

replied.
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"Sheneedsmorethanprayers.Ineedyoutotalktoher,alady-to-lady

discussion,anddiscoverwhat'swrong",Hesaid.

"Sir!",Iexclaimed.Ineverthoughtpastorcouldaskmetodothat.I

didn'tknowmuchaboutparentingorchangingpeople'slives.

"Mywifeiscurrentlybusywithsomemarriedwomeninthechurch.

Mostofthemareseeingherforcounselingandsomefordispute

settling,I'mcurrentlybusywiththechurchcommitteeaswellin

preparationforaconferencewearehavingverysoon.Idon'twantto

leavetheyouthsandteenagersofthechurchunattendedtoandIcan't

leaveeverythingtotheircoordinators.Iknowyouarecapablewiththe

helpoftheHolySpirit.Please,engageJemimainadiscussionandfind

outwhat'swrong.Godblessyou,sister",Hesaidandwalkedaway.

Ineverexpectedthat.IhadnoideaonhowtoapproachJemima.The

kindofrelationshipIhadwithherdidn'tevenhelpmatters.Wewere

justbasicallychurchmembersandourcommunicationswhenevershe

wasaroundwerejustgreetings;greetingsbeforechurchservice,

greetingsafterchurchservice.

IleftthespotwhereIwasstandingandtriedtolookaroundforSister

Jemima.Icouldnolongerseeheragain.Imoppedalltheseatswithmy
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eyesaround,but,didn'tseeanytracesofheraround.Someyouths

werehangingaroundtalking,somewomenwereintwosandthrees

discussinginhushedtones,andsomemen,majorlytheorganizingunit,

werearrangingthechurchandputtingthingsinplace.

Ileftthechurchdisappointed."Pastorshouldhavetoldmeabouther

earlier",Ithought.

"Well,that'snotabigdeal.I'llseeheratthenextservice",Ireplied

myselfandpluggedinmyearpod,andstartedlisteningtochantsbya

gospelmusicministerasIwalkedhome.Ifeltanurgetoprayfor

JemimaasIwalkedhomeandinhushedtones,IprayedinthespiritasI

walkedhome.

Thenextday,Iwenttothemarkettogetsomeessentials,oneofmy

uncleshadsentmemoneyearlierintheweek.Ialsohadalittlechange

withmefromtheairtimeanddatabusinessthatIwasdoing.AsI

walkedaroundthemarket,Isawnewclothesofdifferentdesigns,but,

therealityoflivinginhungermademelookfarawayfromthem.I

boughtrice,beans,noodlesandgarri,maggi,saltandvegetableoil.I

boughtpepperaswell.IwasabouttoleavethemarketwhenI

rememberedthatIdidn'thavedetergentagainathome.Iturnedback
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andheadedtoastorewhereitwassold.IwasalmosttherewhenI

heardsomeonecallmyname.Ilookedinthedirectionwhereitwas

comingfrom.Icouldn'trecognizethepersonfromafar,but,thevoice

wassimilar.

"Whocoulditbe?",Iaskedmyself.

ShecamenearerandIrealizeditwasJemima,yes,thesameSister

Jemima.

"SisterKatherine,goodafternoon",Shegreeted.

"SisterJemima,howareyou?I'msorryIcouldn'trecognizeyoufrom

afar.Youlookdifferentfromhowyoulookatchurch...",IsaidbeforeI

realizedIhadsaidtoomuch.Ofatruth,shewaslookingdifferentfrom

thesisterJemimawhowouldcometochurchwithalongskirtbelow

herkneesandscarftiedaroundherhead.Sheworeaveryshortgown

andherbraidedhairwasreallylongthatitwasalmosttouchingher

knees.

"I'msorryforsayingthat",Isaidimmediatelybeforeshecouldsaya

word.

"It'sfinema.IlearnhairstylingandbraidingherewheneverI'mback
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fromschool",Shesaidasshepointedatabighairdressingshopbeside

thestorewhereIwantedtobuydetergentfrom.

"Oh!That'snice.It'sreallyencouragingthatyouarelearningheretoo

andnotjustrelyingonyouracademicsalone.I'msureit'sasourceof

incomeforyouinschool",Isaid.

Shesmiledandreplied,"Itisooo.Istylehairforthoseinmyhosteland

othersfromdifferenthostelstoo,cometomyroomtobraidtheirhair.

Although,itsometimestakesalotoftime,but,Ireallyearnfromit",

"That'sgreat,but,howeasyisittobalanceitwithacademics?",Iasked.

Iwassurprisedathowwewerebothflowingindiscussionwhenwehad

neverhadsuchkindofdiscussionbefore.

"It'snoteasyooo,but,I'mtryingmybest",Shereplied.

"Welldone.CanIhaveyournumber,probably,youwouldcometomy

housetohelpmewithmyhairbeforeyoureturntoschool",Iasked.

"Surema,I'llbedelightedto",Sherepliedcheerfullyandgavemeher

number.Igavehermineaswellandshesavedit.

Ibadeherbyeandshereturnedtotheshop.Igotthedetergentsand

leftthemarket.



God'sWillNovels

100

Intheevening,Iwaslyingdownonmybedlookingthroughmyphone.I

wasactuallybored.Instantly,oneofthemessagesofourpastorcame

tomymind,"Anidlemanisthedevil'sworkshop.Don'tstayidle,Don't

staybored,Don'tstayrestless,pursuepurpose,makeimpactsinother

people'slives,fellowshipwithGodandbuildintimacywithHim".

MypersonalprayersandBiblestudywastostartinanhourtime.I

rememberedthatIcollectedJemima'snumberwhenIwenttothe

market.IsentaWhat'sAppmessageandinlessthantwominutesshe

replied.Itmademewonderifshewasalwaysonline.

"Ihopeyourdaywasn'ttoostressful?",Iasked.

"Itwasn'ttoostressfulma",Sherepliedandaddedanemoji.

"Haveyougottenhome?",Iasked.

Shedelayedbeforereplyingandlaterreplied,"Notyetma",

"Areyoustillworkingattheshop?",Iasked.

"Noma.Wehaveclosedfortoday.Istayedbackatafriend'shouse.

Shealsolearnsintheshop",Shereplied.

"Runningawayfromhousechores?",Iaskedandsentafunnysticker.

"No,sisterKatherine.I'mveryhard-working,but,mummydoesn't
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makemefeelfreeathome.Shecomplainsaboutalmosteverything.

ShecomplainsthatI'malwayswithmyphone,Shecomplainsthatmy

dressesandskirtsaretooshort,ShecomplainswhenImakecallsand

videocallswithmyfriends",Shereplied.

"Shedoesn'tcomplainthatyoureturnhomelate?",Iask.

"Shethinksthatit'sthenormalclosingtimewhereIwork.Itryto

returnhomeearlyaswell,around,9p.m.Myfriend'shouseisnotfar

frommyhouseandshelivesalone.

"Wow!That'samazing",Ireplied.

"Whenwillyoucomeovertomyhousetohelpmewithmyhair?",I

asked.

"Thedayaftertomorrow",Sheanswered.

"Thanks",Ireplied.

ImovedtoWhat'sAppstatusandsawJemima'sstatus.Sheposted

differentvideosofherself.TheywereTiktokvideoswithdifferentfilters

anddifferentreactionsonherface,itwasfunnyseeinghertwistingher

lipsandstickinghertongueinthemusicvideosthatwereobviouslynot

spirituallyedifying.
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"Isthiswhatistrendingnow?",Iaskedmyselfandmovedtoother

people'sstatus.

Myalarmsounded.Itwastimetopray.Iplacedmyphoneonflight

modeandknelttopray.
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Chapter8

"Thisissobeautiful.Ican'twaittoseehowit'sgoingtolookwhenyou

aredone",IsaidtoJemima.

"I'mhappyyoulikeitalready.Iderivejoyinmakinghair",Jemimasaid

playfully.

Shecamearoundtomyhousetomakemyhairasshepromised.I

offeredabottleofsoftdrinkwhichIhadgottenearlierfromastorein

theneighborhood.Ihadprayedfortwohoursbeforeshecametomy

house.Truly,mypastortoldmetospeaktoher,but,beyondthat,Iwas

seeingmyselfsteppingintotheministryGodhascalledmeinto.Ifelta

greatlevelofpeaceandjoywithinmeasJemimawalkedaroundmy

house.Sheflowedverywellinourdiscussionandwerelatedlike

biologicalrelatedsisters.

"So,tellme,whatotherthingdoyouderivejoyindoing?",Iasked.

"Well,listeningtomusic,watchingromanticmovies,travelingtoplaces,

talkingtomyboyfriend...",Shesaidandimmediatelyshuthermouth

realizingthatshehadsaidtoomuch.

"It'sfine.It'snothingtohide",Isaidsmiling.
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Jemimasmiled,"AuntieKatherine,youaresweet.Youseenotlikemy

momwhothinksIamtooyoungandnotmaturedtohaveaboyfriend.

Shecomplainseverynowandthen",

"Really?",Iaskedinterestedtoknowmore.

"Yes,AuntieKatherine.Iwastryingtobeopentoher,so,Ishowedher

myboyfriend'spictureandtoldherabouthim.Sheimmediately

rejectedhimandtoldmetostopspeakingtohim",

"Didyoustop?",Iasked.

"Me?Ididn'tstopooo.Mummywouldn'tstopdisturbingmewhenever

Ipickupmyboyfriend'scallorsheseeshismessage.Shedoesn't

understandwhatloveissinceshelostmydadseveralyearsago".

"Oh!I'msorryaboutthat",

"It'sfine.MummycomplainsabouteverythingaboutAlfred.She

complainsabouthishairstyle,hisdressing,andhislooks.Sheclaimshe

isaYahooboy,but,heisjustintoonlinebusinesses.Itriedtoexplainto

herthatAlfredisagentleman,but,shewouldn'tlisten.Isn'thecute?",

ShesaidshowingmeAlfred'spicture.

Inthepicture,hewasdressedinawhiteT-shirtandcrazyjeans.The
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jeanwastorninnumerousplaces.Hehaddreadlocksonhisheadand

heworesneakers.

"Ican'tgetoverthispicture.Hetookitononeofouroutings",Jemima

saidsheepishly.

Iheavedasighandsmiled.

"Jemima,doyouloveAlfred?",Iasked.

"Ofcourse,Ido.Ilovehimwithallmyheart",Shereplied.

"Ishebornagain?",Iasked.

"Well,hegoestochurch.Heisinthedramaunitinthechurch",

Ididn'twanttoconfuseherfeelings,so,Ismiledandsilentlyprayedto

theHolySpirittohelpme.

"Areyoureadytogetmarriedtohim?",Iasked.

"Noooo.I'mjustinthree-hundredlevel.Iwanttograduate,goformy

NYSC,andstartworkingbeforeIgetmarried",Shereplied.

Iwantedtoaskherwhyshewasdatinghimwhenshewasn'tgetting

marriedanytimesoon,but,IknewthatIneededtoapplyknowledge.

"Doeshetrulyloveyou?",Iasked.
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"Yes,hedoesooo.Hedoesn'thaveanothergirlfriend",Shereplied.She

hadalreadyfinishedmakingmyhairbythen.

"Thankyouforthebeautifulhair.Iloveit",Isaid.

"Anythingforyousis",Shesaidasshesatonthechairinmyroom.

"Backtoourdiscussion,areyouverysurethathelovesyouandhe

wouldmarryyou?",Iasked.

"Whynot?I'mtheonlyonehehas",Shereplied.

"Canwetesthimthen",Iasked.

"Testhim?How?",Sheasked.

"Givemehisnumber.I'llgivehimacallinyourpresence",Isaid.

"Alright.Itrustyou",Shesaidandtypedhisnumberonthephone.

Icalledthenumberandafteritrangforsomeseconds,hepickedupthe

call.

"Hello!",IsaidputtingthecallonloudspeakerforJemimatohear.

"Hello,whoisthis?",Hesaidinhisbaritonevoice.

"I'mKatherine,theauntieofyourgirlfriend",Isaid.
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"Whichofmygirlfriends?",Heasked.

Jemimalookedatmewithmixedexpression.

"Youronlygirlfriendthatyoutookoutlastweek",Isaid.

"Oh!YoubeDorcas'auntie?WhyDorcascongiveyoumynumber.Itell

hersayIwantmarryher?Wejustdeyhavefunooo.NobesayIwan

marryher",Hereplied.

Jemima'sjawdropped.Itwasasiftheroomwasspinningaroundher.

"Whodoyouwanttomarrythen?",Iasked.

"InevameetthepesinweyIgomarry.Istillwanttoenjoymylife",He

said.

"YousabianybodyweybeJemima",Iasked.

"Naoneofmybabesbethat.Themumulovesmedaku",Hesaid.

Jemimasnatchedmyphonefrommyhandsandhungupbefore

burstingintotears.

"Jemima,youarenotababyorasecondaryschoolteenagegirl,stop

crying",Ipersuaded.

"AuntieKatherine,youwouldnotunderstand.Thatidiotmademe
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thinkthatIwastheonlyoneinhislife.Hetoldmeseveraltimesthathe

couldn'tsurvivewithoutme,but,instead,hehasbeensleepingaround

withotherladies.Ihatehim",Jemimasaidandcontinuedcrying.

Shesuddenlypickedyouherphoneanddialledanumber.

"Hello",Shesaidangrily.

"Hello,baby.Howareyou?YouwouldnotbelievethatIhaven'teatenat

alltodaybecauseIhavenotheardyourvoice.Imissyou",Alfredsaid

fromtheotherend.

"Liar!Bastard!So,youhavebeensleepingaroundwithotherladies,

yet,youclaimtoloveme.WhoisDorcas?",Jemimashouted.

"Dorcas?Idon'tknowanyDorcasooo",Hesaid.

"Wouldyoushutyourlyingmouth?Yoursecrethasbeenexposed.I

nowknowhowyouflockaroundotherladieswhenI'mnotaround.I'm

donewithus",Jemimasaidandhungthecall.

JemimacontinuedcryingandImovedclosertohertoconsoleher.

"Sorry,dear.Youwouldbefine",Isaid.

"AuntieKatherine,youcan'tunderstand.Ilovehim.Ireallylovehim.

I'mnotsureIcanlivewithouthim.Ihavesacrificedalotforthis
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relationship.IstarteddressingtopleasehimwhenInoticedhewas

attractedtogirlswhodressedthatway.Icookandwashforhim.Ilost

myvirginitytohim.WheredoIstartfrom?",Jemimaasked.

"StartfromJesus",Isaidandheldherhands.

Weprayedtogetherandatonepoint,Jemimawasonherkneescrying

asweprayed.Ididn'tknowifshewascryingbecauseofthebreakfastor

becauseshewantedtoreconnectwithJesus,but,shecriedsomuch

andeventoldJesusthatshewantedtostartalloveragainwithhim.

Shefeltrefreshedwhenwefinishedprayingandshegavemeadeep

hug.

"Thankyousomuch,SisterKatherine.Thankyouforbringingmeto

Jesus",Jemimasaidstillhuggingme.

Wetalkedforawhileandshereturnedtoherhouse.

Thatnight,Ifeltreallyemotional.ThesameMEthatwasjoblessand

uselessbroughtsomeonetoChrist?ThesameMEthatwascarelessand

lostmyvirginitytoSteve?Jesusisreallymercifulandgood.Hecan

transformanyone.Thatwasabigplusforme.Iwasreallyjoyfuland

proudofmyself.ItwasjustasifIhadwonagoldmedal.
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****

PastorwashappywithmethatIwasabletohelpJemima,but,hehad

anotherassignmentforme.Abiggeroneactuallyandmoneywasalso

involvedthistimearound,anamountenoughtofeedmeforweeks,

severaltensofthousands.

Whatkindofprojectdoyouthinkitwas?I'msurethatyoucan'tguess

thatcorrectly.Pastoractuallypointedoutthefactthatthereweresome

groupsofpeopleinthechurch,mostly,teenagersandyoungadults

thatwerenotdressingmodestly.Hepaidmethemoneyinadvanceand

gavemethreeweekstoexecutetheproject,tobringthisgroupof

peopletostartdressingmodestly.Howdoesthatsoundtoyou?

Igothomeandkeptthemoneyinmywardrobe,Icouldn'tbringmyself

tospendadimeoutofitbecauseIhadnounderstandingofhowto

executetheproject.WouldIhavetomeetthemonebyoneand

persuadethemtodressrightormeetwiththeirleaderswhohadno

powerorinfluenceoverthem?Itwasunthinkablethatmypastorwas

askingmetodothat.Icouldnotunderstandwhathewastryingto

derive.Iwasn'tevenadevotedworker,howonearthwouldIbeableto

dothat?
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Ihadonlythreeweeksandhadtodosomething.Istartedprayingfor

modestyinouryouthsandthemoreIprayed,themoreIsaw

immodestyasaburdeninGod'sheart.Itwasagreatburdenthatthe

childrenofGodwoulddresslikeharlotsinthehouseofGod,thatthe

veryyouthsraisedinthehouseofGodpreferredextraminiskirts,tight

jeans,gowns,andtopsthatexposestheircleavagesandgownsthat

havesplittingsuptotheirthighs.So,itwasn'tevenaboutthemoney.

Godwantedmetodosomethingandthemoneywasjustanincentive.

IkeptprayingforthenextthreedaysandstudyingmyBibleinmysmall

apartment.Icouldn'tbejoblessandpurposelessatthesametime.God

startedtorevealtomehowimmodestywasaschemeofthedevilto

drawpeopletohimself.Thedevilhasintroduceddifferenttrendsof

fashionintotheworldandittakesasensitivitytoknowthatsome

fashiontrendsaretopollutetheatmospherewithlustandimmorality.I

sawtheneedfortheeyesoftheyouthtobeopenedtoseehowtheyare

offeringthemselvesasinstrumentsofthedevilpromotinglustinthe

eyesofthosewhoseethemandpromotingimmoralityinthe

atmosphere.Truthfully,mostofthemfeelbeautifulandfashionablein

thesenewtrendsoffashion,but,thestandardofGodcannotbe

changedandHisstandardforHischildrenisthattheyadorn
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themselvesinmodestapparel.Everythingstartedtomakesenseasthe

HolySpiritministeredtome.Iwasn'treallyanadvocateofmodesty,

but,Iloveddressingthatway.IlovedmybodywellcoveredandIhad

thesebeautifulgownsmymomgotformewhenIwasenteringschool,

theymademelooklikeroyaltyandimmodestywasnotevenanoption

formebecauseIdidn'tliketomakemyselfuncomfortable.WhywouldI

putonextratightclothesandfinditdifficulttobenddowntopick

somethinginpublicorhavemybodytightenedbytheclothes?

However,beforethen,Ididseemodestyasimportantasitwas.

Thenexteveningservice,Iwenttomeetmypastoraftertheserviceand

toldhimaboutwhatIreceivedfromtheHolySpirit.Henoddedhishead

withaknowingsmile.Iaskedhimforpermissiontoholdameetingwith

theyouthsofthechurch.Ididn'thaveanydateinmind.Hetoldmeof

theupcomingyouthconferenceinthenextweekandtoldmeIcould

haveaone-hoursessionwiththeyouths.Iwasreallyexcited,but,

scaredaswell.WhatwasIgoingtotellthem?Yes,Ihadreceivedalot

fromtheHolySpirit,but,Iwastoministertotheminjustaweektime.It

wouldn'tbemyfirsttimetoministertopeople,IdidthatalotwhenI

wasanexecutiveinmyschoolfellowship,but,ithadbeenalongtime.

Pastorcouldseefearwrittenallovermyface.Heencouragedmeand
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prayedforme.

Itwasjustasiftimewasflying,beforeIcouldsayJack,itwasalreadya

daytotheyouthconference.Iprayedforthreehoursanditseemedjust

likeafewminutes.Godstartedtospeaktome.Hetoldmeofsome

youthswhohadnotbeenabletoaccesswhatHehadforthembecause

oftheirimmodesty,Hetoldmesomeofthemweredoingthatbecause

theirpeerswerealsodoingitandsomeweredoingthattosatisfytheir

boyfriends,IrememberedmyselfandSteve,IrememberedthewayI

dressedtoSteve'sapartmentinthenight.MyheartachedasI

rememberedhowIgavemybodycheaplytoSteve.Although,Ihad

coveredthepain,but,Iwasstillhurting.

TheHolySpiritcontinuedtalkingtome,"Iknowthatyouarestill

hurtingandI'mheretohealyouandtouseyoutotransformmanylives

andtodelivermanypeoplefromtakingstepsthatwouldtruncatetheir

destinies.Katherine,Iwoulduseyoumightilytosetmanyyouthsfree

fromthebondageoftheenemies.AstheHolySpiritministeredtome,

tearskeptdroppingfrommyeyes.ThepresenceofGodfilledmyroom

andIcouldfeelHisloveoverwhelmingme.Iwasn'tqualifiedtobeused

byGod,but,inHislove,Hehadcalledmeandqualifiedme.Ikept

praisingHisnameandIwasreadyfortheconference.
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Chapter9

Theconferencewaspower-packedandIhadnotseentheSpiritofGod

moveinthatwayinalongtime.ThesessionIministeredinwasbeyond

myimagination.ThetopicwasMODESTandBEAUTIFUL.Iwasdressed

inapurpleA-shapedgownthatwasbelowmykneeandafascinatoron

myheadwithblackheelsonmylegs.Ilookedlikeroyalty.Iexplained

howGodseesusasroyaltyandHischildrenanddoesn'texpectusto

dresslikebastards.Imadetheyouthsunderstandthatweareachosen

generationandaroyalpriesthood.Mydresswasanevidencetothem,I

wasmodestandstillbeautiful.Istartedexplaininghowitwasaburden

intheheartofGodthatHischildrenwerepresentingthemselvesas

instrumentsofthedevilbuildinglustandimmoralityintheatmosphere

allinthenameoflookinggood,fashion,peerpressureand

relationships.

Honestly,theHolySpirittookoverandhestartedconvictingsouls.I

couldseeyouthatwerereadytostartdressinglikeroyalty.Ihadnot

madeanaltarcallyetwhenpeoplestartedcomingouttokneeland

cryingtoGodtoforgivethemfortheirimmodestyandimmorality.

Rightonthestage,IrememberedwhatLilyoncesaidtomeabout
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seeingmemendingbrokenpots.IcouldseeagainthatGodwasstill

interestedinusingmetomendthesepeople'slivesjustlikehemended

mine.Aftertheconference,thepastorshookmyhandsandprayedfor

mefromthedepthsofhisheart.

Aftertheconference,westartedseeingchanges,allthosewhodress

immodestlytochurchstarteddressingmodestly.Infact,wedidn'thave

anyrecordsofimmodestyagain.Forme,thatwasmission

accomplished.

Sittingoppositethepastorrightinhisoffice,Iwascompletely

speechless.Ididn'tknowwhatHewantedmetodoagain.Itwasaftera

churchservice.Hehadaskedmetoseehim,but,forthefirstfive

minutesIspentinhisoffice,hedidn'tsayanythingapartfromreplyto

mygreetingsandaskingmetosit.Ofcourse,hewasn'tjustsitting

downandstaringatme,hewaslookingthroughabookonhistable.

Finally,Idecidedtobreakthesilence."Wereyoutryingtobuymodesty

foryourchurch'syouthbypayingme?"

Heburstintolaughter,anuncontrollableoneactuallyandIfelt

embarrassed,wellslightlyembarrassed.

"Ifiguredoutthatyouwouldaskoneday",Hesaidafterlaughing."
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Well,modestyisnotlikeacommoditythatissoldorboughtfroma

person,itcanbetaught,itcanbelearned,but,ittakescommitmentor

theSpiritofGodtoconvinceahearttoswitchfromimmodestyto

modesty.Itwasaburdenlaidonthechurchthatsomepeoplewere

dressingimmodestlyandGodkeptlayingyouatmyheartwheneverthe

burdenarose.ThemoneyIgavetowasanincentivetoencourageyou,

but,notfortheworkitselfandI'mverygladwiththewayGodusedit.

Beyondthat,Heisreadytouseyouthemore"

"Whatdoyoumean,sir?",Iaskedhim.

"Thereisacalluponyourlife.Godissendingyouasaguidetothe

teenagersandyouryoungadult.Beyondmodesty,mostofthemare

confused,theyareinthewrongrelationships,doingthewrongthings,

theyneeddirection,andsomeneedhealingfromemotionalwounds.

YouareanextensionofGod'sreachinghandtothem"

Icouldfeelgoosebumpallaroundmybody."WhatamIsupposedto

do?",Iasked.

"FollowtheinstructionsofGod.That'sjustit.Godhaseverythingall

plannedout,allyouneedistofollowHisinstructions,but,areyou

readytobeaninstrumentinGod'shands?Areyoureadytowalkinthe
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purposethatHehasbeencallingyoutoforalongtime?Areyouready

togiveyourselftoHimanddojustHiswill?Areyoureadytosharewith

theworldthemessagethatGodhasmadeoutofyourmessandhowHe

hasselectedyouasavesseluntohonourinyourimperfections?"

Iwasintearsandonmyknees."IfGodcanbeinterestedinusinga

personlikeme,then,whywouldInotgivemyself?Lord,I'mready.I'm

ready,Lord",IcriedandthepresenceoftheLordfilledtheoffice.I

couldfeelthetouchoftheSpiritofGodanditwaselectrifyingand

powerful.

Pastorprayedformeandaftertheprayers,Ireturnedtothechurch

auditorium.

Eunicewaswaitingformeinthechurch.

"Youkeptmewaiting?",Shesaid.

"I'msorryaboutthat.Pastorhadsomethingstotellme.Ididn'texpect

thatIwouldstaythatlongaswell",Ireplied.

"Well,Ididn'tfeelbored.Ihadsomeonetokeepmycompany,hejust

leftbeforeyoucame",

"Who!",Iaskedaswesteppedoutofthechurch'sbuilding.
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"BroTimothy",sherepliedandgiggled.

"Thekeyboardist?",Iaskedlookingathersuspiciously.

"Yes.Youwon'tbelieveit,heworksinAzikCompanyasoneofthe

managers",Shesaid.

"Areyouserious?Heisworkinginmydreamcompany.Whatahumble

youngman.Ihavealwayswonderedhowakeyboardistcouldbeusing

hiskindofbigcar.Whatwereyoutwotalkingaboutanyways?',Iasked.

"Well,nothingmuch.Hewastellingmehowtoday'sserviceblessed

himandhowHehasreallybeenenjoyinghisrelationshipwithGod.I

envyhim,youknow.IwishIhadacloserelationshipwithGodashis",

"Ofcourse,youcan.YoucanhaveacloserrelationshipwithGodifyou

arewillingandobedient.Also,youmustbecommittedtoGod.You

rememberyourrelationshipwithyourpreviousboyfriendsandhow

committedyouaretothem",

"Haba,youwanmakejestofme?",

"I'mnot.It'sjustthatifyoucouldbecommittedtoamaninsuchaway,

youshouldbemorecommittedtoGod".

"Iunderstandnow.I'lltrymybest.Talkingaboutmyprevious
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boyfriends,Katherine,howdoyoucope?",Sheasked.

"Copewithwhat?",Iasked

"Withyoursingleness.Wearenolongeryoung.Katherine,youwouldbe

clocking27yearsverysoonandI'llbeclocking26.Wearenotinany

relationships,whenwouldwegetmarried?

Eunicelookedstraightintomyeyesandcontinued,"Manytimes,Ifeel

lonely.Ifeelnoonelovesme.Look,thisisnotevenaboutmypast,I

havebeentaughtandgroomedinthechurchandIknowwhata

Christianrelationshipissupposedtobe.IkeepfantasizingaboutwhenI

wouldhaveaChristianmarriageandmyhusbandandIwouldhold

handstoprayinthemorningwhenwewakeupandinthenightbefore

goingtobed.Whenisthatgoingtocometoreality?"

"Verysoon,Eunice.BepatientandkeeptrustingGod",Isaidandheld

herhands.

Wekepttalkingtillwegotinsideourcompoundandmovedtoour

differentapartment.

TherewasagreatburdeninmyheartandtheonlythingIcoulddoat

thatmomentwastopray.IcouldfeelwhatEunicewasgoingthrough,
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because,Iwasgoingthroughthesame.ItwastruethatIhadforgiven

SteveandIwasalreadyinmyhealingprocess,but,Istillfeltlonely.

Therewasapartofmethatwasstillscaredofenteringanew

relationshipbecauseofmypreviousexperiencewithSteve,but,there

werealsotimesthatIhadsleeplessnightsthinkingaboutwhenthe

perfectwillofGodwouldcome.Mymomwasalreadytiredofmeand

shewasnolongerasking.

AsImeditatedonallofthosethings,theHolySpiritbroughttomyheart

howimportantitwastofindpurposebeforefindingapartner.Thatwas

it!

ThatwaswhatGodwasdoingwithme!ThatwasthejourneyHewas

takingmethrough.Tofindthepurposeofmylifeatthatparticular

seasonbeforefindingapartner.IstartedprayingforEuniceandI,that

Godwouldhelpustofindpurpose.IkeptprayingandthemoreIprayed,

themoreIreceivedstrengthtoprayfurther.Iprayedforabouttwo

hoursandstudiedmyscripturebeforefinallygoingtobed.

Thenextmorning,Iwokeupby5a.mtohavemyprayerandBiblestudy.

EarlyrisingisoneofthemostimportantthingsIhadlearnedinthe

churchfrommypastorandeventhough,Iwouldbeindoorsallday,I
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stilldisciplinedmyselftoriseearly.

Ifinishedmydevotionaround6.mandafterthat,Icleanedmyroom

andarrangedeverythingthatneededtobearranged.Itookmybath

andcookedbreakfast;boiledyamandfriedeggwithsauce.Iwasdone

withallthatby8a.m.TheHolySpiritstartedspeakingtomeaboutthe

essenceofplanningmydaytopreventtimewastageandengagingin

unnecessarythings.Forme,therewasn'tmuchtodoandIdidn'tsee

theimportanceofplanningmytime.TheHolySpiritmademeseethatI

had24hoursinadaylikeeveryotherpersonandIcouldhavea

purposefulandfulfillingdaybyplanningthesmallestoftasksranging

fromlayingmybed,doingthehousechores,takingmybathe,cooking,

mydevotiontime,goingonsocialmedia,watchingmovies,reading

books,searchingforjobvacanciesandallocatingtimeforallofthose.I

agreedandtookoutmyjotterandpen.IwrotedowneverythingI

wantedtodo.

8:00-8:20a.m:Eatbreakfastandwashplates.

8:20-8:30a.m:PostaWhat'sappstatusformyclotheanddatabusiness

8:300-10:00a.m:Readabook,God'sGeneralbyRobertsLiardon,and

listentomusic.



God'sWillNovels

122

10:00-12:00a.m:WatchthelatestMountZionmovie.

12:00-1:00p.m:GotoEunice'shousetoassistherwithherbaking.

1:00-2:00p.m:Preparesemoandvegetablesforlunchandeatlunch.

2:00-4:00p.m:ListentothelatestmessageofApostleJoshuaSelman

andmakejottings.

4:00-5:00p.m:Searchforjobvacanciesonline

5:00-6:00p.m:PrayerandBibleStudyTime

6:00-7:00p.m:Strollaroundmyareacoupledwithaprayerwalk

7:00-8:00p.m:Replymymessagesonsocialmediaandcheckfor

updates.

8:00-9:00p.m:CookandEatDinner.

IpausedandlookedupasifIwaslookingattheHolySpirit,"Areyou

surethisisgoingtowork?".

"Itdependsonyou.Youcandecidetofollowthroughwiththetasksand

manageyourtime.IcompletedmyTo-Do-List.

Surprisingly,itworkedandIwasabletodoalmosteverythingIhadon

thelistapartfromstrollingout,Eunicecalledmearoundthattimeto
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helphercutoutchinchin.ShehadaspecialorderthenextdayandI

didn'twanttosaynotoher.Herbusinesswasreallythriving.

Lateinthenight,IwasalonewiththeHolySpiritagaininmyroom.I

startedworshippingGodandIdidn'tplantodothat,Iwasjustlistening

toasongbyDunsinOyekanandIstartedworshipping.Thepresenceof

GodfilledmyroomandIcouldn'tgetmyselftostop.Itwasavery

beautifulmoment.TheHolySpiritstartedtalkingtome.Hetoldmeto

startanonlinegroupwhereIwouldcoachtheyouths;teenagersand

youngadultsaboutmodesty,relationshipissues,andfulfillingpurpose.

Healsotoldmetostartdoingshortvideosonthosesubjectmatterwith

myiPhoneandpostthemonsocialmedia.

Iwasshocked.Iwasn'taproinallthatHesaid,Iwasjustlearning.The

HolySpirittoldmethatHewasgoingtoteachmewhattodo.TheHoly

SpiritdroppedaBibleverseinmyheart:Exodus3:11-12

IpickedmyBibleandreadaloud:Exodus3:11AndMosessaiduntoGod,

WhoamI,thatIshouldgountoPharaoh,andthatIshouldbringforth

thechildrenofIsraeloutofEgypt?

3:12Andhesaid,CertainlyIwillbewiththee;andthisshallbeatoken

untothee,thatIhavesentthee:Whenthouhastbroughtforththe
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peopleoutofEgypt,yeshallserveGoduponthismountain.

Ididn'tknowwhentearsbegantodropfrommyeyes.Despiteallthe

mistakesIhadmadeinthepastandalltheyearsIhadwasted,Godwas

stillinterestedinmakingmeaninstrumenttoreachouttoalotof

people.Thatwasit?Thatwaswhatmypastorhadbeentryingtotellme.

Oh!WhatamercifulGod.IkeptonworshippingGodandfromthere,I

movedtoprayingforGod'shelpandstrength.

Afterpraying,ImovedontocheckmymessagesonWhat'sApp.Icame

acrossmyelderbrother'smessage.Hebarelymessagesme,but,he

callsonceinawhile.Thecontentofthemessagewasshocking.Inthe

message,Hegreetedmeandaskedformyaccountnumber.Without

hesitating,Isentittohim.

Inlessthantenminutes,Isawanalertonmyphoneofalargeamount

ofmoney.Themoneywasmuchmorethansomepeople'ssalaryandit

wasenoughtobuyaiPhone.Icalledmybrotherrightawayto

appreciatehim.HeannouncedtomethatHewonabuildingcontractof

millionsofnaira.Iappreciatedhimandwetalkedforawhilebeforehe

endedthecall.

"That'sthemoneyyouneedtosetuptheequipmentsyouneedforyour
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shortvideos",TheHolySpiritsaid.Iwasextremelyshocked.

Truthfully,IneededsomethingsfortheShortvideosthattheHoly

Spirittoldmetostart,but,Ididn'tknowitwouldcomethatfast.I

neededlights,amicrophone,wallpaper,atripodstand,andsomeother

thingsanditjustcamelikethat.Iwasextremelyhappy.Ipickedupmy

phone,wenttomyplaylist,andplayedaMercyChinwo'ssong;Wonder.
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Chapter10

Abba'sOwnwasfastdevelopingandbeforemyveryowneyes,wewere

inthousands.Let'sgobackalittlebit.SomeweeksafterIreceived

instructionsfromtheHolySpirittostartanonlineplatformforyouths,I

launchedAbba'sOwn.Iinformedmypastoraboutitandhepublicized

itinchurchtotheyouthsinmychurch.Isharedthelinktoouryouths

pageandalmostallofthemjoinedonTelegram.Theyalsohelpedme

bysharingthelinkwiththeirfriends.ItoldLilyaboutitandshe

supportedmetoo.Shecreatedflyers,abrandedlogo,andseveral

graphicdesignsforAbba'sOwn.Well,forthename,theHolySpiritgave

thattome.

Westartedholdingteachingsbiweeklyandtheoutcomewasamazing.I

gottheequipmentsIneededforqualityshortvideosandIcommenced

myshortvideos.Itwasn'tdifficulttoproducethevideos,Iloved

speakingandLilytaughtmehowtoeditmyvideosusingCapcut,Inshot,

andotherapps.IstarteddoingshortvideosandbythehelpofGod,I

waspassinginspiringandgodlymessagesacrosswiththeshortvideos.

IwassharingitonmyInstagrampageandalsowiththeyouthsfrom

Abba'sOwnonlineplatform.
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MybusinessalsoboostedandIgotanonlinemartforsellingmodest

clothes.Imadeadealwithoneofmychurchmembersthatwassowing

clothesandshestartedsowingthem,whileIwassellingthem.Themart

wastoencouragepeopletodressmodestlyandmanypeoplewere

actuallypatronizingme.Istartedearningtensofthousandsdaily.Life

wasgettingbetterandmyonlinefollowersweregrowing.

Oneparticularday,theHolySpiritledmetotalkaboutheartbreakandI

didafunnyone-minutevideoonit.Iposteditonmypageinthenight

andslept.ThenextmorningIwokeupandobservedmydevotional

time.Aftermydevotion,Idecidedtocheckthroughmysocialmedia

handles.IcheckedmyIGpageandashockerwaslyingthere,waiting

forme.

50kLIKES!50klikesonthevideoIpostedthepreviousnight.The

highestIhadeverhadwas10klikes.Ihadabout15kpeoplefollowing

meonIGandItwasjustsixmonthsafterIstartedpostingmyvideos.

ThatmomentIknewthatitcouldonlyhavebeenGod.Icouldn'tstop

praisingGod.

Oneofmychurchmembersmessagedmeandtoldmetherewasa

vacancyinAzikcompany.Honestly,Ididn'tknowwhenIstarted
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laughing.Itwasmorethanobviousthatitwasn'tGod'swillformeto

workinAzikCompany,Godhimselfhademployedme.Whoosh!All

thosetimesthatIhavebeenchasingjobsindifferentcompanies,itwas

simplybecauseIhadnotdiscoveredpurpose.Walkinginpurposeis

reallybeautiful.

Thenithappened!Imademyfirstmillion.How?Eversincemyvideo

wentviral,businessbrandshavebeenmessagingmeandcallingmeto

representtheirbrands.Iagreedtosomeofthemandthepaywasmind-

blowing.Andyes!Imademyfirstmillionandkeptmakingmore.I

boughtacarandwastaughtbyacoachinadrivingschool.

MymomwassohappywhenItoldherhowmoneywascomingin,but,

eventhough,IwasnolongerthebrokegraduateIformerlywas,mom

stillhadanissuewithme,mysinglestatus.Almosteveryoneofmy

mateshadgottenmarried,thosethatwerenotmarriedwereina

relationshipleadingtomarriage,whileIhadnoone.EvenEunicewas

alreadyinarelationship.Oh!Ididn'ttellyouaboutit.Well,aftera

periodoffriendshipofEunicewiththekeyboardguy,heproposedto

her.It'sthesamekeyboardguyooo,theonethathasacarandworksin

Azikcompany.Eunice'scateringbusinesswasalsothrivingandshe

movedtoabetterapartment.Forme,Ifeltitwasn'ttimeyettoleave
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myself-containedapartment,eventhough,Ihadmillionsrunninginmy

account.

Backtothesinglestatusissue,welltheproblemwasn'tthattherewere

noguys.Asamatteroffact,mysocialstatusmadealotofguysnotice

me,andsomeofthemindeedcalledormessagedtoknowifIwasina

relationship,someofthemevenattemptedfriendship,but,Ifoundit

verydifficulttoflowwithanyoneofthem.Secretly,Icravedtosee

Derrickagain.ItwasmorethanayearsinceIlosthiscontact,but,I

wantedtoseehimbadly.

"Therightpersonwouldcomeattherighttime",TheHolySpiritkept

tellingmefromtimetotime.

Then,somethinghappened,Lilyfellsick.Shesuddenlyfaintedinher

apartmentandIwassentfor.Iwasterrified,eversinceEunicehadleft

myapartment,Lilyhadbeentheclosesttome.Wetalkedmostofthe

timeandtheexcitingpartwasthatshehadbeenadmittedtostudy

medicineatherchoiceuniversityandshewastoresumeinamonth,

but,Ididn'tknowwherewasthesicknesscomingfrom.Hermom

carriedherandweheadedtomycar.Herdadwasn'taround.

WegottothehospitalandLilywasadmitted.Ipaidadepositintothe
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hospital'saccount.Themanagingteamcommencedtreatmentandit

wasthenthatLily'smomtoldmethatLilyisasicklecellpatient.Iwas

soshocked,Imeanshedidn'tlooklikeit.Shewasalwaysputtingup

thisboldsmileandhappyfaceandshewasobviouslyasmartkid.She

didn'tlooklikesomeonewhohadthatkindofproblem.

Lilybecameconsciousthenextday,but,shewasobviouslyinpain.I

wassopainedtoseeherthatway.Wegotallthemedications

prescribed.Lily'smomwenthometogetsomethingsforLilyandtake

careofLily'sothersiblings.

ItwasjustLilyandIintheroom.IheldLily'shands.

"Lily,howareyoufeelingnow",Iasked.

"Idon'tknow",Shesaid.Shewasreceivingbloodintravenously

throughonehandandfluidthroughthehand.Shewasalsoon

intranasaloxygen.

Ikeptstrugglinghardtokeepthetearsforminginmyeyesfrom

dropping.

"Lily,younevertoldmethatyouareasicklecellpatient.Whydidyou

hidesomethinglikethatfromme?",Iasked.
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"SisterKatherine,Ididn'twantyoutoseemeasSS.Ididn'twantyouto

seemeasaweakandvulnerableperson.Iwantedtobetreatedlike

everyotherpersonwithothergenotypes",Shesaid.

ThetearsIhavebeenstrugglingtokeepstreamedout."Lily,youare

strong.Youarenotweak.Overthepastfewyears,Ihaveseenthegreat

impactyouhavemadeandhowhard-workingyouare.Youwouldget

outofthisstrong,okay",Isaidwipingmytears.

"AuntieKathyrnKuhlmaniscrying",Shesaidandwebothlaughed.

"Iloveyou,AuntieKatherine",Shesaid.

"Iloveyoutoodarling",Ireplied.

Atthatmoment,thedoctorcamein.HeaskedifIwasLily'smother.I

repliedthatIwashersister.HeexaminedLilyforsomeminutes.After

that,Heturnedmeandtoldmethatshewasn'tgettingbetterandher

vitalsignswereabnormal.Hetoldmethattheyweregoingtotrytheir

bestintakingcareofLily.

Afterheleft,Ilostmystrengthtopray,but,lookingatLilyinthat

conditionforalongtime,IcamebacktomysensesandknewIhadto

pray.Didn'ttheBiblesaythatandthesesignsshallfollowthemthat
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believe;Inmynameshalltheycastoutdevils;theyshallspeakwithnew

tongues;Theyshalltakeupserpents;andiftheydrinkanydeadlything,

itshallnothurtthem;theyshalllayhandsonthesick,andtheyshall

recover(Mark16:17-18).

Rightthereinthehospital,IlaidmyhandsonLily'sbodyandstarted

prayingforher.

Lily'smomcamearoundandshetoldmethatIcouldgohometorest

andtakecareofmyself.Idrovehomeandboughtsomefruitonmyway

home.

****

RightintheroomwhereLilywasadmitted,thedoctorsandthenurse

weregoingupanddown.Intensivecardiopulmonaryresuscitation(CPR)

wasongoingforLily.Themonitorshowinghervitalsignskept

indicatinganabnormality.Icouldseeanurseadministeringan

emergencyinjection.Itlookedlikethewholebuildingwasturning

around.Suddenly,everythingwasbroughttoapauseandthedoctor

announcedthetimeofdeath.Foraminute,itseemedlikemybrain

ceaseditsoperation.IcouldhearLily'smomwailinginthebackground,

but,Icouldn'tforceanywordofmymouthnomatterhowhardItried.
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Bythetime,Icouldgetthewordsoutofmymouth,itwashername

thatIscreamed.AsIscreamed"Lily",Ijoltedbacktoreality.

EverythingIhadjustseenlookedrealanditwassodifficulttobelieve

thatIhadbeendreaming.Ilookedatthetimeandsawthatitwas

already4:00p.m.Ihadsleptforsixhours.Ireturnedfromthehospital

by10:00a.m.andsleptimmediatelyafterIcameback.

ThedreamcamebackfreshinmymemoryandIdidn'tknowwhen

tearsstartedstreamingdownmyface.

"IsLilydead?",Iaskedmyself.IpickedupmyphoneanddialedLily's

momphonenumber.Icalledherthreetimes,but,shedidn'tpickup.

It'struethatLilyandIarenotbiologicallyrelated,but,shehadbeena

sistertome.Weareclosertoeachotherthanmybiologicalsiblings.

Sheisthetrueexampleofafriendthatsticksclosethanabrother.

ThethoughtofimaginingLilyinthecoffinmademyhearttoalmost

ceasebeating."Jesus!Helpus.Dosomething!Lilycan'tdienow.She

justgotadmissiontostudymedicine.Shestillhasalottodohereon

earth.God!",Iscreamed.

IpickedupmyphoneandcalledEunice.
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"Hellobabygirl',Shesaidoverthephoneandsoundedlikeshewas

eatingsomething.

"Eunice,thereisaproblem",Ishoutedstillcrying

"Godforbid.What'swrong?",Sheasked.

"Idon'tknow.It's.....It'sLily.I.I",Isaidsobbinginbetweenevery

word.

"Talktome,Katherine",Eunicesaid.

"Ermmm.Shewasn'tfeelingfine.I...Wetookhertothehospital....Her

conditionwasn'tgettingbetter.IcamehometorestandjustnowIhad

adreamthatsheisdead".

"Isshedead?",Euniceasked.

"Idon'tknowIhavebeencallinghermomandhersiblings,butnobody

ispickingup",Isaidstillcrying.

"Didn'tyouprayforher?",

"I....Idid.Imean,Iwasprayingforherwhenhermomtoldmetocome

hometorest".

"Calmdown,Katherine.LilyisastrongladyandGodisincontrolofthis
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situation.Whydon'twejustcontinueprayingforheranddeclarethat

shewouldlive".

"Okay"

"Iwouldbeprayingoverhere.Youcanalsodothesame",

"Youareright.I'lldothat",Ireplied.Evenasagreatinstrumentin

God'shandsthatIhavebeen,IneededEunice'sencouragementand

advicetoknowwhattodo.IrealizedthatGodintentionallyblessesHis

childrenwiththegiftofmenbecausenomatterhowspiritualyouare,

youwouldstillneedsomeonetoreachouttoinsituationslikethisor

others.Weneedeachotherforeachother.

Myphonerang.Itwasanunknownnumber.Ipickedupthecalland

realizedthatitwasLily'sbrother.

"Ma,canyoupleasecometothehospitalrightaway?Mysisterisdying

andeveryoneisgoingupanddown",

"Okay,I'llbeonmyway,",Isaidandpickedupmycarkeys.

ItwasdifficulttointensivelyprayasIdrovetothehospital.Ifanyone

toldmethatIcouldbethatrestlessevenasaministerofGod,I

wouldn'thavebelieved.Ihadbeentheonealwaysencouragingothers,
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but,nowIneededencouragement.

IstartedtalkingtoGodasifIcouldseeHimseatedbesidemeinthecar.

"God,youhavegreatplansforLily.Shecan'tdienow.Shestillhasalot

todohere.Theworldneedswhatshehastooffer".

IkeptdrivingandbeforeIknewit,traffichadbuiltup.Thetrafficwas

verybadandIwasstuck.Apartofmewasveryangry,Iwantedtoget

tothehospitalontime,but,Ihadtocontinuepraying.Allthelanes

werecaughtintrafficandIcouldn'tswervetoanylane,wewouldmove

alittleforwardandstopforalongtime,moveagainalittlebitforward,

andstopforalongtime.Itwaslikethatforaverylongtime.

IkepttalkingtoGodtokeepLily.Ilookedatthetimeanditwasalready

6:00p.m.ItriedcallingLily'sbrothertoknowthesituationofthings,but,

hedidn'tpickuphiscall.Tearswerealreadyformingonmyface,but,I

triedhardtobeconfident."NothingbadwillhappentoLily.Shewillnot

die",Iaffirmed.

Gradually,Iwasgettingoutofthetraffic.Therewerejustafewcarsin

frontofmeformetomovetoafastlane.ItookadeepbreathandI

lookedatthecarbymyrightsideinthenextlane.Theperson

resembledsomeoneIknew,but,Icouldn'tjustplaceit."Thisperson
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looksfamiliar",Isaidtomyself.Icouldn'tseehimproperlybecausehe

hadsunshadeson.AsIcontinuedstaring,helookedinmydirectionand

lookedshocked.

"Probably,heisoneofmyonlinefollowers",Ithought.

ContentcreationhadgivenmemorerecognitionthananythingIcould

imagineanditwasn'tsurprisinganymoretoseeastrangerbythe

roadsideorinthemarketwhoishappytoseemeandwantsapicture

withme.

TheguykeptstaringatmeandsuddenlyHeremovedthesunshadeshe

hadon.

Derrick!ItwasDerrick.Myheartnearlyfelloutofmybody.Thecarsin

myfrontmovedandIhadtomovetoo.Iwastryingtokeepsightof

Derrick,but,itseemedlikeIhadlosthim.

Soonenough,Iwasoutofthetraffic.Alongtheroadside,thecarthatI

hadseenDerrickinwasparkedandhewasstandingrightbesidethe

car.Iparkedmycaraswellandwenttomeethim.

"Derrick!It'sreallyyou",Iscreamedinsurprise.

"Katherine",HerepliedandDrewmecloserinawarmembracethat
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lastedforafewseconds.

Iwassosurethatthepassers-byandthepeoplearoundwerelookingat

thedramaunfolding.

"Look,I'mverysorryforwhatIdidandtakingyououtofmylife.I...",I

triedtoexplain.

"Shhhh!That'sinthepastnow.Although,ItriedallIcouldtoreachout

toyou,Icouldn't.Atapoint,theHolySpiritrestrainedmefromlooking

foryouandstartedworkingonmylifeandmakingme.Somemonths

ago,IcameacrossyourvideoonlineandIwasshockedathowyouhave

grown.Iwastemptedtoreachouttoyouonline,but,theHolySpirit

restrainedme",Hesaid.

"Derrick!You!Whendidyoustartcheckingthroughsocialmedia?The

DerrickIknowdoesnotevenhaveanInstagramaccount",Isaidand

laughed.

"Youareright.Purposechangedme.Irealizedalotofpeopleneeded

directioninlifeandsocialmediawasagreattooltohelppeople

discoverpurpose.Alongsidewithmywork,Ialsocreatecontenton

purpose",Hesaid.
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"Wow!That'samazing.Surprisingly,Ihavenevercomeacrossyou

online",Iadmitted.

"Really!",HeexclaimedandshowedmehisInstagramaccount.Iwas

shockedtoseethathehadthousandsoffollowers.

"Thisisreallyamazing,Derrick.It'sniceseeingyouagain,Derrick.I

wouldhavelovedtostaylonger,but,Ihavetogonow",Isaid.

"Areyourunningawayfrommeagain?",Heasked.

"Yes!No.Imeanno.I'mnot,it'sjustthatoneofmyneighbor'schildis

inthehospitalandinacriticalcondition",

"Whichhospitalisthat?",Heaskedlookinginterested.

"GatewayHospital.It'saboutfiveminutesawayfromhere",Isaid.

"Wow!Thatwaswhatbroughtmehere",Hesaid.

"Broughtyouhere?Idon'tunderstand",

"Myelderbrother'swifegavebirthyesterdayinthatsamehospitaland

heneededsomeonetoassisthimwithsometasks",Hesaid.

"Woooow!That'samazing.Howisthebabyandthemother",

"Theyarebothfine.Actually,themotherhadacaesariansectiondone,
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but,sheisstable",

"That'sgoodnews",Isaid.

"Thankyou.Canwegonow?I'lldrivebehindyou",Hesaid.

"Sure",Irepliedandgotinsidemycar.

AsIdrovethethehospitalwithDerrickdrivingbehindme,different

feelingswerewellingupinsideme.BeforeIsawDerrick,mymindwas

completelyonLily,but,afterseeingDerrick,itfeltlikemywholeworld

changed.Helookedmorehandsome,fresh,andricher.Thefragranceof

hisperfumewasenoughtomakemefallinlovewithhimagain.

"What'shappeningtome?Katherine,getagriponyourself",Itold

myself.

ThethoughtofDerrickmarriedtosomeoneelseorengageddroppedin

mymindanditscaredmywholebeing.Ithadbeenclosetotwoyears

sinceIlefthimandanythingcouldhavehappenedbetweenthen.

Verysoon,wegottothecompoundofthehospitalandweboth

alightedfromourcars.Ienteredthehospitalhurriedlyandmovedto

theroomwhereLilywasadmittedto.Istayedattheentranceand

couldn'tmovein,thescenewasfrightening.Thedoctorsweretryingto
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resuscitateLily.Everyonewasgoingupanddown.Lily'smomwason

thefloorcrying.Ididn'tknowwhentearsstartedstreamingdownmy

eyes.

Lilyhadgottenpaleandrestless.Shewasalsosubconscious.Hervital

signswereallabnormal.Lilycouldnolongerbreathebyherselfandshe

wasplacedonoxygen.Shewasalsoonbloodtransfusionbecauseher

PCVwasreallylow.

SeeingLilyinthatkindofcondition,Icouldn'tholdbackmytears.This

wasthesamegirlwhowasalwaystheretoencourageme,holdmy

hands,praywithme,adviseme,inspiremewithherownlife,andshow

methewaytopurpose.

Ifeltapatonmyback.ItwasDerrick.IhadevenforgottenthatHewas

rightbehindme.

"Katherine,youknow,intimeslikethis,wedecreelifeandrebuke

death,wedon'tstayweak",Hesaid.

"Derrick,Ican'tbringmyselftopray.Idon'tevenknow..",Isaidand

tearsflowedfrommyeyesfreely.

"Katherine,youareawomanofauthority.YouareaministerGod.
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Katherine,whatsoeveryoubindonearthshallbeboundinheaven:and

whatsoeveryoulooseonearthshallbeloosedinheaven.Makeadecree

anditwouldcometopass",

Iwalkedoutsideandsteppedintomycar.Well,ifitwassomeoneelse,

itwouldn'tbedifficulttoprayforthemanddeclarelife,but,forLily,

seeingherinthatsituationwasenoughtomakemeweak.Shewas

morethanjustafriendtome,shewaslikeasistertome.Thanksto

Derrick'sencouragement,IstarteddeclaringlifeforLilyandrebuking

death.IcontinuedmakingthedeclarationsandbeforeIknewit,Iwas

blastingintongues.Imusthaveprayedforaboutthirtyminutes.I

openedmyeyesandsawDerrickbesidemycar.Myheartskippeda

beat.Iopenedthedoorandturnedtohim.

"Sheisstablenow",Heannounced.

Icouldn'thidetheexcitementonmyface.IhuggedDerrickimmediately,

Ididn'texpectIwasgoingtodothat,but,Ididthatobviouslyin

excitement.Afterthat,webothwentinsidetoseeLily.Shewasstillina

subconsciousstate,but,hervitalswerestable.IhuggedLily'smomand

sheappreciatedme.ShetoldmethatLily'sDadcamearoundandtook

Lily'ssiblingshome.
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DerrickandIwenttocheckonhisbrother'swife.Icongratulatedher

andintroducedmyselfasDerrick'sfriend.Shegavemeaknowingsmile

whichmademefeelalittleuncomfortable.Aswesteppedout,Derrick

advisedthatwegetsomethingfordinner.Itwasalready8p.m.andI

waslookingreallyexhausted.Webothwenttoanearbyrestaurantand

orderedforsomethinglight.

"Youlookedtired",Derricksaid.

"TodayhasbeenalongdayD.",IsaidbeforerealizingthatIwascalling

DerrickbythepetnameIcalledhimwhenwewereinarelationship.

"I'msorry",Isaid.

"It'sfine",Herepliedwithoutlookingup.

"Derick,Iadmit.Imadealotofmistakes.Iwasnaive.Iwasbabyish.I

didn'tknowanythingaboutpurpose.IleftyoubecauseIfeltIwasn't

gettingproperattentionfromyou.Iactuallyregretitnow.Ididalotof

badthings,fellinthewronghands,Icompromisedmystandonsexual

purity,andwaslostuntilGodfoundme",Isaid,andthetearsIwas

strugglingtokeepfreelyflowedout.

Derrickheldmyhandsandlookedintomyface."Katherine,Godworks
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allthingsforourGod.Heallowedourseparationforareason.He

neededtobreakus,mouldus,andredirectourstepstothepathof

purpose.Aboutthemistakesyoumade,oldthingsarepassedaway,

andallthingsarebecomenew",Hesaid.

"So,Derrick.So,areyoumarriednow?",Iaskedlooking

uncomfortable.

Derricksmiled"Iwouldsoonbemarried".

Myheartskippedabeat.So,Derrickwasengaged.Itriedtohidemy

disappointment.

"Congratulations,Derrick.Youdeservethebest.Whoissheanyways?",

Iasked.

Derricksmiledagain,"Sheistheladysittingrightbeforeme"

"Derrick,that'sanexpensivejoke",Isaidwithanemotionaloutburst.

Derrickheldmyhandsandlookedintomyface,"I'msorry,love.Iwas

neverwrongaboutthefactthatwearemadeforeachotherandthat

youarethewillofGodformylife.Katherine,Iwantyoutobethe

motherofmykids,Iwantyoutobethequeeninmypalace"

"D."
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Epilogue

Isn'titamazingthatwehaveafaithfulFatherwholovesusandcaresfor

us?Foralongtimeafteruniversity,Iwassearchingforajobinsteadof

searchingforpurpose.Asyouhaveread,myjourneywasfilledwitha

lotofmistakesandcrookedpaths,but,youcancallmeAbba'sfavorite.

Despitemyerrors,Hebroughtmetothepathofpurpose.

Myjourneyinthepathofpurposedidnotaffectmealone,but,every

personaroundme.I'malwaysamazedwhenIlookbackatmanylivesI

havebeenabletoreachinmyjourneyofpurpose.So,alotofpeople

wereawaitingmyrising.Infact,Godhadattachedalotofdestiniesto

myrising.IhavewonderedseveraltimeswhatwouldhavehappenedifI

refusedtofollowGodandcontinuinglivingmyoldlife,Iwouldn'tbe

fulfillingpurposeorreachouttopeoplethatneededmyhelp.Some

peoplethatwereattachedtomewouldhavemissedoutinGod's

agendaorGodwouldhavehadtoraiseanotherpersontothem.The

bestgiftyoucangiveyourgenerationsandtheupcominggenerationis

towalkinpurposeandinfluencetheirlivesthroughit.

YousurewanttoknowwhathappenedtoLily.Shegotdischargedfrom

thehospitalaweekafterDerrickandIreunited.Someweekslater,she
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resumedtotheuniversityandstartedstudyingherdreamcourse.Tobe

sincere,Iwasconcernedabouthowshewouldcopeinschoolwithher

healthstatus,but,sheencouragedmeandtoldmethatthesameGod

whobroughtherthatfarwouldseeherthroughtilltheend.

Andyes!Eunicegotmarried.Shegotmarriedtothekeyboardistand

herweddingwasaverymemorableone.Hercateringbusinessalso

blossomed.

Wellforme,youarerightwithyourguess.IgotmarriedtoDerricksix

monthsafterwereunited.GettingmarriedtoDerrickwasoneofthe

bestdecisionsIevermade.TodayDerrickandIareblessedwithtwo

childrenandwearedefinitelywalkinginpurpose.IfthereisonethingI

wouldliketosaytoyou,SeekGodandpursuepurpose,allotherthings

wouldworkoutwell.

TheEnd
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ThisbookiswrittenbySuccessAdegbitethroughtheinspirationofthe

HolySpirit.

Asimpleremindertoeveryone;AlifewithoutChristisalwaysincrises.If

youareyettogiveyourlifetoJesusChrist,it'snottoolate,youcan

surrenderyourlifetohim.TheBiblesaysinRomans10:9-;Thatifthou

shaltconfesswiththymouththeLordJesus,andshaltbelieveinthine

heartthatGodhathraisedhimfromthedead,thoushaltbesaved.

IfyouwanttogiveyourlifetoJesusChrist,saythissimpleprayer:

LordJesus,thankyoufordyingonthecrosstotakeawaymysins.I'm

sorryforallthewrongthingsI'vedone.Iaskyoutocomeintomyheart

andresidethereforever.I'mtrustingyourightnowtomakemyheart

cleanandItakeyoutobemyveryownLordandSaviorinJesus'name.

Amen".

Ifyouhavejustsaidthatprayerandbelievedinyourheart,

congratulations.WelcometoanewlifeinChrist.Youarenowanew

creatureandoldthingshavepassedaway,allthingsarebecomenew.

Now,therearesomethingsyouneedtostartdoing:
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1.)Praying:YouneedtospeaktoGodeveryday.Heisnowyourfather

andtohaveagoodrelationshipwithHim,goodcommunicationis

required.

2.)ReadingtheBible:YouneedtoreadGod'sworddailysoastoknow

Godbetter.TheBiblesaysinthebookofPsalms119:11-Thywordhave

Ihidinmineheart,thatImightnotsinagainstthee.

ReadingthewordofGodandputtingwhatit'ssaysintopracticekeeps

youawayfromsinningagainstGod.

3.)FellowshipwithotherChristians:Goddoesn'twantyoutoforsake

thegatheringofthebrethren.LookforChurchofGodnearyouand

fellowshipwithotherchildrenofGod.

Godblessyoumightily.
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Forguidanceandcounselling,contacttheauthorvia:

PhoneNumber:08078050667

Facebook:SuccessAdegbiteOfficial

Instagram:thesuccessadegbite

What'sAppnumber:+2348078050667

Email:successadegbite3@gmail.com

ThisstoryiswrittenbytheinspirationoftheHolySpirittoblesslives.

Feelfreetosharewithothers,but,donotedit,copyortamperwiththe

storyline.Donotreproducethisstoryintoanyotherformwith

permissionfromtheauthor.Bewareplagiarizers.
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Ifthisstoryhasblessedortouchedyourlife,donotforgettosayaword

ofprayerforSuccessAdegbitethatthepresenceofGodneverdeparts

herlife.

Also,foryourfreegiftofloveforherortopublishmoreinspiringnovels,

yourgiftsarewelcomedincashandkind.
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